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     I had been hesitating in writing 
my letter to introduce this year’s 
De Mazenod Conference journal 
and two days ago my young son 
Ben showed me that God was just 
holding me back a bit, waiting for 
the right time.

 Ben was coming back from 
our neighbors’ house, carrying a beautiful potted plant 
they had created for us.  His arms full with a few other 
things, Ben makes it all the way to the last step before 
our front door and the plant slips, and then falls, on 
the brick walkway.

 He comes in frustrated and presents the plant, 
which has several stems broken off one half, while 
the other has bright blooms.  I can tell Ben feels awful 
but is also frustrated and doesn’t hesitate to blame 
“that darn step!”  (Funny how I loved him even more, 

seeing him in this kind of pickle.)

 When I placed the plant outside on our patio table 
and turned it so that only the blooming half shows, I 
realized that Ben had brought me the letter you are 
now reading.

 “MIA II: Engaging and Re-engaging Catholics” was 
a conference that was planned to show the side 
of our Church that blooms.  And having personally 
experienced the weekend and knowing each of the 
folks who have written for this Journal, I can tell you 
that the conference succeeded AND the Church  
still blooms.  

 But the conference, unlike me with the neighbors’ 
plant, wasn’t trying to hide anything, either.  Each of 
the attendees know that a good deal of our Church 
today is broken, that disaffection is often just below 
the surface, and frustration and worse, indifference, 
can seem to carry the day.

 Still, we “present” this blooming plant, the 
Church, to those of you who take the time to read 
this Journal.  Maybe each of us is a little like Ben.  We 
can blame the step, or our arms that are full, but still 
see the blooms and present the plant.  And choose 
to hope that with proper care blooms will eventually 
come to the broken side, too.   

 Thank you, to each of you who participated in 
MIA II, to each writer who shares their own blooms 
in this Journal and to you who are taking the time 
to reflect on the roots and stems and flowers of  
our Church!

Arthur A. Pingolt, Jr.
President
Missionary Oblate Partnership

     I have often heard the term, win-win, but the triple version, win-win-win, was new to me.  But that’s how a participant summed up this year’s De Mazenod Conference.  
 When I asked about it, he enthusiastically explained, “Well, for us who were here, we definitely won.  It was great.  And you Oblate partners had a winner, because sponsoring something like this puts you and your organization in the best light possible.  This is exactly what the larger church needs, so they won, too, because this is the model of what should happen more often.”

 In response, I’ll accept either grace or luck for the success of this year’s Conference.  We were fortunate with the line-up of participants, a wonderful mix of interested and interesting people.  Our keynoter was outstanding:  Dr. Tom Groome set the table for us with just the right touch of Irish hospitality.  
 Then the six panel leaders, who were obviously committed to their topics and anxious to share their good news.  Of course, St. Eugene de Mazenod’s personal appearance helped a lot, too, along with Sr. Maxine’s Teilhardian Prayer to start us off on Sunday. 

 Yes, there was a lot of grace and luck floating around that weekend, and we thank our good God for the Spirit’s generous presence among us.  A thank-you also to the benefactors who sponsored our gathering and to all the participants who enriched it.
 May we all have the courage and generosity to continue the journey we started that weekend.   

Father Tom Singer, O.M.I.Spiritual Director 
Missionary Oblate Partnership    
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Friday, February 25

3:00         Welcome & Joining Exercise       
 Arthur Pingolt

 Conference Process & Goals

5:30-7       Social & Dinner

7:00           Teach-in: Saturday Format & Goals           
 Alicia von Stamwitz/Tom Singer, OMI

Saturday, February 26

7-8:30 Informal Breakfast

8:45 Morning Prayer/ Order of the Day/Housekeeping    
 Arthur Pingolt

9:00 Keynote Introduction                      
 Fr. Ron Rolheiser, OMI

           Keynote Speaker Thomas Groome, PhD 
 The Best Things About Being Catholic – 
 A New Apologetic

11:00 Begin Open Space for Verticals: Deep Dive I     
 Alicia von Stamwitz/Tom Singer, OMI

Noon-2:30 Lunch

2:30     Open Space Deep Dive II

3:45     Verticals Report to Large Group   

5      Liturgy   
 Homilist: US OMI Provincial Fr. Bill Antone, OMI

Post       Social & Dinner w/ Special Guest
               Optional Entertainment:  Music and/or movie

Sunday, February 27

7:00-8:30    Informal Breakfast

8:45 Morning Prayer and Order of the Day    
 Sr. Maxine Pohlman, SSND & Arthur Pingolt

9:00 Conference Journal    
 Arthur Pingolt

9:15 Conference Statement Outlined     
 Alicia von Stamwitz/Tom Singer, OMI

10:30 (Talking Stick) Large Group Sharing

11:30 Closing Prayer & Departures

 Optional Lunch
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Founder of the Missionary Oblates Saint Eugene 
de Mazenod made a special surprise visit to the 
conference on Saturday night, reminding conferees 
that the saying for which he is most remembered, 
“Leave nothing undared,” was especially 
applicable to a conference dedicated to “engaging 
and re-engaging Catholics!”   

Special thanks to Will Shaw, executive producer of 
Oblate Media, for making the Founder’s visit possible!
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The graphic below is called a Wordle, created by a software 
program that allows for the visual prioritization of several 
themes, topics, and related words based on the frequency 
of their use in a given setting.  The De Mazenod Conference 
Wordle allows those who did not attend the conference to see 
which issues came up frequently and with most emphasis by 
the group.  In this Worldle it is interesting to note how small 
the word “Jesus” is. 

In covering such a broad topic as engaging and re-engaging Catholics, 
we made the choice to “divide and conquer” by looking at separate 
areas of Church life.  We called these “verticals.”  Just as a well for 
water is vertical and goes deeper from its surface, we too wanted to 
try to delve more deeply into these areas of Church to uncover “living 
water” that we all thirst for.  This could not have been possible 
without expert guides who could set both the tone and content for the 
weekend’s conversations.  We are grateful for, and very indebted to, 
the following leaders:

Tom Drexler     MODERATOR
Executive Director, Ignatian Spirituality Project

Fr. John Foley, SJ                 WORSHIP & LITURGY
Founder, Center For Liturgy at St. Louis University

Sally Gomez-Jung             MULTICULTURAL CATHOLICS
Director of Theological Field Education
Oblate School of Theology

Dianne Murray          PARISH LIFE
Catechist & Health Care Consultant

Fr. Brett Hoover, CSP       MILLENNIAL CATHOLICS
Founder, Busted Halo
Department of Theology, Santa Clara University

Fr. Seamus Finn, OMI  JUSTICE & PEACE 
Justice, Peace & Integrity of Creation Ministry
US Missionary Oblates

Edward Murray, HOMI        MEDIA
Former President of Odyssey Networks & Founder of Oblate Media
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Being Inspired by a Master   
By Fr. Ron Rolheiser, OMI

Henri Nouwen once commented that many of the most 
discouraged, bitter, and angry people he knew were people 
he had met and worked within church circles. Sadly that 
is often true. Our ecclesial climate today is rife with 
polarization and anger. We meet lots of anger there. Indeed 
many people have left their churches because of anger.

It was with this in mind that we invited Dr. Thomas Groome 
from Boston College 
to lead us through 
a morning of 
theological 
reflection. He 
didn’t disappoint. 
Like his recent 
book, But Will 
There Be Faith?, 
his presentations 
were uplifting, 
enlightening, 
scholarly, hope-
filled, laced with 
wit and humor, 
and deeply, deeply 
Catholic. His 
presentations drew 
from the deep wells 
of his pedigreed 
Catholic genes, 
his forty years of doing frontline work in catechesis, and his 
exceptional Irish wit.  He had us laughing and crying, both at 
the same time, and feeling very good about being Catholic. Most 
important, he had us feeling positive again about the possibility 
of passing on our faith to others, most notably our children.

He began with a story from his own life: As a young boy 
in the 1950’s he was struck down with pneumonia. His 

family lived in a small town that had neither a hospital nor a 
doctor. His father had a job which had taken him away from 
the family for that week. His mother was home alone with no 
phone and no car. Frightened and completely without resources, 
she came to his sickbed, knelt beside it, pinned a medal of St. 
Therese of Lisieux to his pajamas, and prayed to St. Therese in 
words to this effect: “I’m trusting you to make my child better. 
I’m going to remain kneeling here until his fever breaks.”

Both he and his mother eventually fell asleep, he in his sickbed 
and she kneeling beside it. When they woke, his fever had broken.

He shared this story, not to claim that some kind of miracle had 
taken place (though who is to judge?).  He told it to make a 
different point, namely, how his mother, in a situation of fragility 
and helplessness, dropped to her knees and turned to God as if by 

Thomas Groome, PhD: The Best Things About Being Catholic – a New Apologetic  
 

“We must remember that a self-
sufficient humanism is not as 
humanizing as a life lived in 
Christian faith.  We remember this 
for high times, for low times, for 
everyday.  Beyond our Church’s 
failings we find a greater good 
and remember, too, that we are 
treasures, but treasures made in 
earthen vessels.”

– Thomas Groome

Dr. Thomas Groome, professor of theology at Boston College, has long been recognized as an authority on the issue of faith and 
culture, specifically in the area of re-engaging US Catholics with their faith.  His recent book Will There Be Faith? has been 
celebrated not only for its insight but for its great optimism regarding issues that some find hopeless.  As such, Dr. Groome was 
the perfect keynote for a conference that wanted to explore the challenges of our day within a context of hope.

:
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natural instinct and how, today, that kind of a response is no 
longer our own first instinct, though it is still something that 

resides, congenitally, inside of our Catholic genes, as something to 
be awakened.

Our faith, he reminded us, is “the way, the truth, and the life”; 
in essence, “the path, the logos, and the ethos.”  The trinity, he 
quipped, is a mystery we can’t explain but it is at the same time a 
mystery that explains everything. 
 
He went on to suggest that there are four particularly wonderful 
things about being Catholic: Being Catholic gives us a vision and 
a rhythm for life; it gives us the sacraments, it gives us both the 
permission and the imagination to enjoy the earthiness of our lives 
and our world, and it puts us into a right relationship with things 
by shaping at a deep level how we view others, the world, and 
ourselves. In explicating this, in a language that did justice to both 

his scholarship and his wit, he highlighted how the sacramental 
principle lies at the very heart of Catholicism, how earthy we 
are invited to be, and how everything in our everyday lives can 

potentially reflect God’s love and presence. He also highlighted 
how, as Catholics, we have been able to make peace with the 
inadequacy of our lives, that is, with that “valley of tears” we 
sing about in the Salve Regina.  His words here echoed those of 
Karl Rahner who once wrote: In the torment of the insufficiency 
of everything attainable, we eventually learn that here in this life 
there is no finished symphony – and that’s okay!  We can find joy, 
each other, and God in this less-than-perfect life. We are loved 
sinners.

He left us with an Irish axiom: Wake up every morning, throw out 
your arms, and if you aren’t touching a coffin, it’s a good day!

We were touching life, listening to Tom Groome!

Fr. Ron Rolheiser, OMI, is a Missionary Oblate priest, theologian, author and nationally 
syndicated columnist.  Fr. Rolheiser is president of the Oblate School of Theology in  
San Antonio, Texas.
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As I look back on the 2012 De Mazenod Conference, one idea in particular keeps recurring to me.  It is a challenge  
that we as Catholic “lifers” face in authentically engaging the MIAs.

This challenge is rooted in the process of adult faith formation.  As I see it, this process involves three  
fundamental steps:

What Can we Learn From the MIAs?
By Mark Etling

 1. We live.  We experience our lives every day.

 2. We interpret our experience.  
   We assign meanings to our experiences, based on our past, our value system and our worldview. And we do  
   so from the perspective of our individuality – my uniqueness as “this” human being.  For example:  two  
   persons take a walk in the woods.  The first thinks to herself, “Nice woods.”  The other is thinking, “God  
   is here.  This is a sacred experience.”  Each is a valid – though very different - interpretation of the  
   same experience.

 3. We form our faith stance - our system of beliefs, values   
   and morals - based on that interpretation. 
   Referring to the example above, the person whose walk in the woods was interpreted as a sacred   
   experience is a theist for whom the woods are a sacred space.

As you would expect, Catholic “lifers” tend to frame the interpretation of our experience in the familiar, traditional 
terms of Christian theology and spirituality.  The trajectory of our lives disposes us to believe in the constant, loving 
presence of God; in the incarnate divinity of Jesus; in a God who is Trinity; in the goodness of creation and human 
nature; in humanity as redeemed; in the importance of Christian 
community; in the need for constant purification from our 
innate tendencies toward sin; in a vision of a more just and 
peaceful world based on God’s original creative intention; in 
ultimate, unending union with God.

But many MIAs do not articulate their life experience in these 
categories.  MIAs interpret their life experience differently than 
“lifers.”

Their beliefs may sound 
disjointed and inconsistent 
and even “heretical” - but 
they’re genuine, and held 
with conviction.
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 1.  If they believe in God, they  

  describe God in non-  

  traditional terms.   

  As one of my theology students commented after I  

  had delivered a carefully nuanced lecture on the

  Trinity:  “No matter how you say it, it still sounds  

  like three gods.”

 2. MIA soteriology is expressed in terms of wholeness and   

  health rather than salvation from sin.  

  MIAs are more likely to turn to yoga, meditation or therapy for spiritual wholeness rather than return to 

  the Church.

 3. Human freedom is emphasized over the action of  

  God’s grace.  

  Many MIAs with whom I come in contact take full responsibility for their actions and their consequences.   

  They live in a world framed in terms of personal freedom and accountability rather than the influence of grace.

 4. Private spirituality is more important than  

  communal worship.   

  The common expression for this phenomenon is the familiar, “I’m not a religious person, but I’m spiritual.”

 5. MIAs have a very broad and inclusive sense of

  sacramentality – they discover the sacred in even the  

  most mundane activities of life.  

  The person who experiences God’s presence while walking in the woods is but one example of this.  

Herein lies the challenge to Catholic “lifers.”  If we are to engage the MIAs we must be willing to set aside – not abandon, 

but set aside – the more traditional articulations of our faith, and truly listen to theirs.  Their beliefs may sound disjointed 

and inconsistent and even “heretical” - but they’re genuine, and held with conviction.

I don’t know how many MIAs would return to the Church as a result of this kind of engagement.  But I’m convinced that 

the alternative – to try to get them to jam their interpretations of life into our traditional categories of faith – is both 

oppressive and futile.

The common expression 
for this phenomenon is the 
familiar, “I’m not a religious 
person, but I’m spiritual.”

Mark Etling is Donor Development Manager for the Missionary Association of Mary 
Immaculate (MAMI) in Belleville, Illinois.  He has a Ph.D. in Historical Theology from 
Saint Louis University.  Mark and his wife Terry live in St. Louis.
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Where Lies Our Hope, Our Future? - An Interview          
By Arthur Pingolt

With each De Mazenod Conference Journal we interview several individuals so that they can share their own insights 
around the conference topic.  The backgrounds of the five respondents below include educator, investment advisor, 
catechist, pastor, physician, CEO, author and student.

One of the respondents below, Maureen, began her own thoughts with a line from Emily Dickinson:  “Hope is the thing with 
feathers that perches in your soul.  It sings the song without the words and never minds at all.”

I’ll add my own favorite to Maureen’s, from the Indian poet Tagore:  “Hope is the bird that sings to the dawn in the 
darkness of the night.”

I hope the responses below allow your own optimism to take flight!

Maureen  “I have hope because of uncountable stories where the Holy 

Spirit has guided and led myself and others through dark and painful times and 

offered new life.  The Holy Spirit will always find a way.”

Kevin  “My hope lies in the Holy Spirit.  History is replete with selfish, weak 

and fallible men (people) who should have brought this institution to ruin, yet 

here we are: viable, vibrant and at times even visionary. We only need to pause 

and listen quietly for the Voice that whispers “love them all with abandon.”

Dana  “Created in the image of God we are endowed with an irrepressible 

need to live life more fully.  This yearning is hope.”

Sara   “ The reason for my hope is the immense, wide, endless love of God 

for all.  I have been blessed to repeatedly experience 

God’s love as such in relationships, creation, 

community, and in my own being.”

Paco   “I give thanks for the hope that I see in 

families who struggle heroically against tremendous 

odds as they search for and create a path out of 

poverty, in solidarity with those of us who care to 

join them.  This is part of how I see the Christ in all.”

QUESTION #1:  As Paul wrote to Timothy, “Be ready to 

tell them the reason for your hope.”  What is the reason 

for your hope?

“Created in the image of 
God we are endowed with 
an irrepressible need to 
live life more fully.  This 
yearning is hope.”



Kevin   “We need an RCIA-type program for returning and seeking Catholics. We need mentors to help us make the process personal and welcoming.  We are good at welcoming and celebrating initiates to the faith (RCIA), but the Church as Suffering Servant must extend itself as Servant to those who have doubts about its charity and view it more as Master.”
Sara  “I don’t think we can overestimate the power of listening.  Our leaders need to listen.  We all need to listen to one another.  And we need to listen to those outside our Church- the voices of the world.”

Paco  “The practice that I would like to see expanded is the work that a parish community does in thinking about their life and presence in a locality.  Confronted with the Word of God for them in that place at that time, they will know what the next step is in reaching out and welcoming those who are not in the pews.”
Maureen   “ I don’t know that we need a “program” so much as a “commitment,” to dialogue with one another.  Everywhere you turn you recognize the need to learn how to hear each other.”

Dana   “One specific suggestion would be to transform all elementary school catechetical programs with web-based programs.  The technology is available and today almost every child has some electronic device which would enable this participation.”
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QUESTION #3:  Are there existing 
programs or practices that you wish 
would be more broadly promoted 
as a way to engage/re-engage our 
Church and its members?

Kevin  “Creating community is a powerful antidote 
to the coolness our large institutional Church often 
exudes.  We have an excellent model for inclusiveness 
in the RCIA program- it brings a joy that is visible and 
long-lasting.”

Dana   “Especially in the last century the Catholic 
Church has explored and championed the intellectual 
dimension of faith.   To understand is a basic human 
desire.  Any program that promotes this greater 
understanding should be expanded.”

Maureen   “I think the best program or practice is to 
keep going out to others- I would like to see the Church 
more “in the world” rather than our trying to pull 
them out of the world and into our Church.  Presence, 
dialogue and joyfulness, all coming out of Love, is 
what does and will engage others.”

Paco “Where are the safe places where folks are 
free to express themselves and engage in deeper 
conversations without fear or reprisal?  This “safe 
place” would demonstrate unconditional love and be 
where the ever ancient, ever new Church continually 
emerges.”

Sara  “RCIA, faith-sharing groups, spiritual direction- 
these programs or practices share in common a 
starting point of valuing human experience and the 
centrality of relationship and community to living one’s 
faith.”

QUESTION #2:  What 
do you find most 
spiritually nurturing in 
your experience of the 
Catholic Church?

“ I don’t know that we need 
a program so much as a 
commitment to dialogue with one 
another.  Everywhere you turn 
you recognize the need to learn 
how to hear each other.”
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MIA’s and the New Missionary Field: 
Sacramental Celebrations   
By Fr. Dan Griffith

 A diverse group of Catholics gathered once again for the 
2012 De Mazenod Conference to take up the pressing issue of how 
to engage and re-engage “Missing in Action Catholics” (herein 
MIA’s). As with the previous year’s conference, it was a hopeful and 
sobering conversation as we were moved to both acknowledge the 
strengths of the Catholic faith and what it offers humanity, but also 
to realistically assess where we as a Church fall short in living and 
communicating our faith. The state of the challenge is clear: 1 in 10 
Americans refers to themselves as a former Catholic and although 
Catholicism is the largest Christian denomination in the United 
States, the second largest group of Christians is comprised 
of former Catholics. Additionally, there are many Catholics 
who still think of themselves as Catholic, but for whom the 
Church is irrelevant or who only practice their Catholic faith 
sporadically at best. 

 As a group, we took our charge from St. Eugene 
De Mazenod, founder of the Missionary Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate. The Oblates, inspired by the vision of De 
Mazenod, seek to take up the most difficult of pastoral 
challenges and to creatively meet them with the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ and with zealous faith. There is little doubt that 
the vast numbers of former Catholics and Catholics who are 
MIA pose a pressing contemporary challenge for the Church. 
As I will more fully explore below, the new missionary field 
where this challenge can be met and where MIA’s can be actively 
engaged is in the sacramental celebrations of the Church: weddings, 
baptisms, funerals, first communions, and confirmations. It is here 
where the Church finds a rare opportunity to welcome, engage, 
inspire, and invite those who have been away from the regular 
practice of their faith. These are critical occasions for thoughtful and 
meaningful evangelization.

 The Keynote address for the 2012 De Mazenod Conference 
was delivered by Thomas Groome, Chair of the Department of 
Religious Education and Pastoral Ministry at Boston College. 
Groome gave a stirring, humorous, and hopeful talk which 
highlighted the great gifts and heritage of the Catholic faith. Groome 
positively noted that our 2,000 year tradition has so much to offer 
those who are seeking a deeper life with God. However, despite 

our numerous treasures and rich tradition, sometimes as Catholics 
we get in our own way in effectively living and communicating 
our faith. Groome said that the best thing the Catholic Church has 
going is Jesus. I could not agree more! In making this statement, 
Groome is not claiming that the Church has sole possession of Jesus. 
Rather, Jesus Christ is both the source and goal of all that we are 
and do as Church. Communicating Jesus and God’s love for humanity 
must always be the primary pastoral task of the Church. Regrettably, 
Catholics often get mired in side-line disputes, bureaucratic minutiae 
and institutional challenges. These peripheral distractions take time 

and energy away from our primary task of evangelization. The Church 
is never an end in itself, but rather always as an instrument of our 
greatest gift: Jesus Christ!

 With this in mind, we turn to the model of Christ as it 
relates to our contemporary pastoral challenge of engaging and 
re-engaging MIA Catholics. As Disciples of Christ, the witness of 
Jesus in the Gospels must be our starting point for any evangelical 
or pastoral work. Jesus is the one who has called us by name and 
the one whose life and model we are called to follow. An enduring 
and striking characteristic of Christ as portrayed in the Gospel is 
his consistent invitation to those on the margins to experience 
God’s Reign. As Groome noted in his talk, Jesus calls the least, 
the lost, and the last to experience God’s healing, mercy, and life. 
The manner of Jesus’ invitation is often marked by intentionality, 

“. . . sacramental celebrations 
provide very important 
opportunities to welcome MIA’s 
and to invite them to take 
another look at the Church.” 



creativity (storytelling), persistence, honesty, and compassion. 
The primary mission of Christ is to reconcile all of humanity to 
the love of the Father. No one is outside his purview and mission. 
Correspondingly, the Church, as it is tasked to continue the saving 
work of Christ, must closely 
follow the model of Christ’s 
intentional and universal 
invitation as relayed to us in 
the Gospel.

 Finally, turning 
now to the contemporary 
challenge of engaging 
and re-engaging MIA’s, it 
must first be noted that 
these folks are in fact 
marginalized, whether they 
know it or not. They are not 
currently benefitting from the grace of the sacramental 
life, the shared life of the Catholic community, or the rich tradition 
of the Church. While they may be living “spiritual” lives, the claim 
can be made that MIA’s are better able to find deeper meaning and 
communion with God within the Church. In other words, despite 
society’s current belief, everything is not relative and value-neutral. In 
addition, the Church is impoverished by the absence of MIA Catholics. 
Not only do we have something important to offer MIA’s, they have 
something very important to offer us, namely their presence, gifts, 
energy, and creativity. Thus, from both perspectives, evangelizing MIA 
Catholics is a worthy and important pastoral endeavor for the Church.

 It seems like an obvious fact that it is difficult to do the 
work of evangelization without a point of contact or opportunity for 
engagement. Many Catholic Dioceses throughout the country have 
done the work of engaging MIA’s through a new “Catholics Come 
Home” initiative. Commercials of quality production value which 
convey a positive message seek to invite MIA’s back to the Church. 
This is obviously an expensive undertaking and not for everyone. 
From a parish standpoint, the most prevalent opportunity to engage 
MIA’s is at the various sacramental celebrations they may happen 
to attend. Weddings, baptisms, funerals, first communions, and 

confirmations often have in attendance a variety of folks, including 
MIA’s and former Catholics. These sacramental celebrations provide 
very important opportunities to welcome MIA’s and to invite them 
to take another look at the Church. These celebrations are critical 

opportunities for evangelization and as 
such demand that we as Church put our 
best foot forward. These celebrations 
represent an important and new 
missionary field for the Catholic Church.

 Because these sacramental celebrations 
are critical moments of engagement 
with MIA’s, they must be marked by a 
number of important characteristics. 
First, these celebrations must be Christ-
centered and marked by hospitality and 
welcome. There should be greeters and 
hospitality ministers present and there 

should be worship aids available to help 
those in attendance follow along. The presider must also be warm in 
his greeting and welcome of all visitors. Second, the liturgy, music, 
and preaching should be of good quality so as to meaningfully 
engage those in attendance. Good liturgy affects evangelization. It is 
acknowledged that quality liturgy and the resources to support it vary 
greatly from parish to parish. Third, there should be an intentional 
invitation to MIA’s within the celebration that conveys that they are 
very welcome at the parish and may want to give the Church another 
look. Here, it is noted that the various circumstances of life in which 
people find themselves, including non-sacramental marriages, may 
present complex issues in the potential engagement of MIA’s.  Finally, 
a “Catholics Come Home” program should be present at the parish 
which supports MIA’s in the event they positively respond to the 
invitation to re-engage with the Church. Positively re-engaging MIA’s 
in this new and important missionary field presents an important 
challenge and exciting 
opportunity for the Church. 
No stone should be left 
unturned in support of this 
worthy pastoral endeavor!

Fr. Daniel Griffith is a priest of the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis and member 
of the Missionary Oblate Partnership. Fr. Griffith is a Faculty Fellow of Law at the 
University of St. Thomas School of Law where he teaches in the area of Catholic Social 
Thought and Law. He is also pastor of Our Lady of Lourdes Church in Minneapolis.
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The Mass and Christian Renewal: A Mystical Reflection
By Fr. John Foley, S. J.

In this article I will say that Christ is actually, really, truly present within 
human lives today, and that His presence is what gives us strength and 
hope to renew the Church. In asserting this, I am rejecting the idea that He 
was present only at one mere time in history and that our memories are all 
we have to get to Him. Instead, I say that He walks with us now, in person. 

I say that today we will find God and Jesus most fully in the “Liturgy of the 
Eucharist,” or in other words, in the Mass. This ritual makes us actually 
present at the greatest act of love that has ever taken place, “the Paschal 
Mystery” ( = Jesus’ passion, death and resurrection). Mary and the other 
women together with 
the apostle John were 
present physically at the 
Paschal Mystery. But 
God makes it possible 
for all of us to be there 
too, not physically but 
sacramentally. 

Alright, you say, how 
can something that 
happened thousands 
of years ago be current 
to us now? Time has a way of going on, you say, and not turning back. 
Jesus died once and for all. So how do we deal with the fact that the word 
“once” means “once” and not over and over?

First, we have to look at time itself. My students at St. Louis University are 
usually aghast when I tell them that God is not within time as we are, but 
exists completely, all at once, outside time. What do you mean, they say, 
how can God be completely timeless? That would make him separate from 
us. There is no way God could know us or love us if he cannot understand 
what happens sequentially. God would “not have time for us.” Literally! 

Hold on to your hats, I tell them. God’s existence outside of time gives 
him the most intimate presence possible to us. Pretend you are a fish, I 
suggest. Start swimming from Miami Beach and keep going till you get 
to, say, France. It took a long time, didn’t it? Well, consider this: God does 
not have to swim from Miami to France. God is the ocean. There is no 
“going to” the other shore, because the ocean is already there, as well 

at this shore, and everywhere else. Being the ocean does not take time. 
Swimming does. Yet the two are intimately together, as you can see: try to 
swim without any water in the pool. God is “outside of time” in the same 
way that the ocean is outside the fish. The ocean surrounds them, gives 
them life, remains so close and intimate to them that they do not realize it 
at all. It is the same for us.

This idea is backwards from the way we usually think. We always imagine 
God as coming from heaven into our world, responding to our begging the 
divine presence to enter (from outside) into our work, our loved ones, our 

lives. The opposite is true. We are already within 
God, who is the ocean called love and life. Mystics 
see this most clearly, but it is open for any of us 
to behold. We just need to begin envisioning (and 
taking time to do it) our place within the dearness 
of God.

Secondly, objections arise. For example, “how could 
there be so much evil in the world, if everything is 
contained in God?” To get at an answer, we have to 
leave the ocean imagery and progress to the Paschal 
Mystery—Jesus’ passion, death and resurrection. 
God deals with evil and suffering by means of the 

love contained in the Paschal Mystery. Instead of abolishing evil with 
the wave of a wand, God, the second person of the Trinity, joins us in the 
midst of it. This is the greatest way to love, to be with. In the first part 
of his public life here, Jesus did go about doing miracles: taking away 
deafness and blindness and diabolic possession and more. But at a certain 
point he shifted from this activity and made his way toward sharing of our 
very being: all the way to the shame and death we undergo. 

I am saying that Jesus was shamed and that he gave up his life. But he 
could not give up the love that is his foundation, his soul. Love is much 
stronger than life and stronger than death. We do not say “God is life,” we 
say that “God is love.” When the tomb claimed Jesus’ life, love stayed on. 
The resurrection of his life grew up like a new crop does from rich soil. Life 
grew new out of love.

Third. Why would Vatican II’s document on the liturgy state in paragraph 
#10 that liturgy (esp. the Mass) is “the summit toward which the activity 



John Foley, S. J. teaches at Saint Louis University and edits the very popular SLU Sunday Web Site 
(liturgy.slu.edu), which he founded. He has written music extensively for the Mass, and earned a 
doctorate in Liturgical Theology at the Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley.
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of the Church is directed; at the same time it is the font from which all her 
power flows”? This seems a very big statement. 

But Mass is not a little hothouse in which we can fill our needs for ritual 
and sentiment. The way I explain it to the students has to do with the very 
timelessness of God we considered above. Look at it this way. Yes, the 
Paschal sacrifice did happen at a certain point in time, once and for all. It 
cannot be repeated. But notice that the previous two sentences themselves 
reflect a viewpoint from within time. The sacrifice happened once, we 
say. If you understand that time itself as a totality has a place within 
God’s eternity, just as the swimming fish have a place within the ocean, 
then the Paschal sacrifice happened only once, but that “once” is present 
within God timelessly, without being bound by a past or a future. The 
one redeeming sacrifice is present throughout all time because it swims 
within the ocean of God’s existence. It is God’s 
existence. Celebration of the Mass does not entail 
a brand new sacrifice, just the opposite. It makes 
possible our presence to Christ’s sacrifice which 
is being offered at every Mass, once and for all. 
We earthlings are able to be present at the true 
sacrifice of the cross every time we participate 
in the Eucharist because God the timeless one 
brings us to it, here and now, the same sacrifice 
that, in our time-bound terms, happened two 
thousand years ago. No wonder Mass is the source and 
goal of all our actions, just as Vatican II said.

It takes a bit of quiet and prayer to understand this, I tell my young 
students. I belabor it here not because the reader has never heard such 
things before, but to make clear that liturgy is a source of action. We 
participate in the total union that Christ achieved with us and Christian 
action flows from it and back to it. The reason? It is the Paschal Mystery.

Everything flows from the sacrament of the Mass: the shape of the church, 
the presence of the assembly, the content of the homily, the family—and 

get this—the style and content of 
the work we do for God’s people, 
whether they are in the institutional 
Church or outside it. This is why the 
renewal of the Church can only flow 
from liturgical prayer at the foot of 

the paschal mystery in its real presence to us. 

So we have to examine ourselves. Can we really say that we derive our 
views on Christian action and Church renewal from the reality of the 
Paschal Mystery? Here is the invitation for renewal that I believe the Mass 
offers us: Can we let this mystery be more important than the scandals of 
the Church? Can we let this real presence be more important than our well-
conceived priorities, our tendency to disdain Christians who we think do 
not live up to the standards we ourselves follow? YES is the answer—if our 
actions outside of Mass come forth from within the Paschal Mystery and 
proceed directly back to it. Then they are truly Christian and efficacious. 
Then they are the heart of the renewal so many of us hope for.

A last consideration. How does all this happen? Surely through prayer and 
participation. God originates the Mass, 
but every person in the assembly 
plays a role in making it take place, 
as Vatican II reiterates. I can say that I 
find humility a keystone of the Paschal 
Mystery; not my or our humility but 
that of God and of Jesus and of the 
Spirit. How else would the divine one 
have sunk so low as to serve us and be 
present to us? It is this same humility 
which inspires us to serve all God’s 

people, no matter their status in the Church or in the world, and calls us to 
be present to them as brothers and sisters in Paschal unity.

A final means, I should think, would be for all of us to be more gentle and 
hospitable to other types of Church life besides our own. If we have our 
souls on straight, we will understand that absolutely everything in life is 
secondary to the continuous entrance of God/Christ/Spirit into the world 
through the Paschal Mystery. This statement applies most critically to 
Christ’s presence in our works. If there is to be a “renewal of the renewal,” 
however you interpret those words, let it be a renewal of holiness, humility 
and service, rather than a forcing of our own biases into the Mass and its 
outcome. We can work together on such a renewal, whatever camp we 
may reside in. In fact, we simply must work together in this way so that 
God the Trinity continues to be present to the life of the world through 
the power of the Eucharist, in its Paschal Mystery, and last of all but very 
important, through our own action on God’s behalf.

“We are already within 
God, who is the ocean 
called love and life. 
Mystics see this most 
clearly, but it is open for 
any of us to behold.” 



MISSING IN ACTION?
By Hans Christoffersen, Lic. Theol.

 As a middle-aged Catholic I find myself reflecting more and 
more on what I and others mean when we use the word “church.” 
When younger, I was quite eager to offer a fairly defined image of the 
church and hopeful to have others view it the way I saw it. It seemed 
easier then, probably because my view of it was rather concrete but 
even more because I was less sensitized to what I now see I left out 
of my attempts of defining it. 

 I reflect on this not the least when entering church on Sunday: 
Why do I still “go to church” when so many faith-filled friends and 
relatives no longer appear to be? Conscious of what I believe ails 
the church these days, what keeps me coming back even when I 
repeatedly catch myself wanting to shout “present” with my body 
there in the pew, while all too often being a middle-aged, mentally 
missing-in-action Catholic, having shown up perhaps more out of habit 
than of hunger for the Word and the Table? 

 One basic reason I keep going has to do with the realization 
that it doesn’t “start with me.” I am not my own measuring stick when 
it comes to the profoundly human story this faith community has 
bestowed on me with its vision about life and the journey we’re on. 
It is a vision for what we, in God, are and can be. I grasp a glimmer 
of it when I let the more 
reflective reasons for the 
building and the gathered 
community speak to me. 
Catholic sacramentality 
doesn’t teach us that the 
air in a church building 
is holier than the air on 
the other side of the 
wall, but it does teach 
us that that which is 
always and everywhere 
true and sacred about life must be noticed and celebrated at some 
time in some place. And thus it is that church buildings are for us 
unique places where space evokes our thoughts and feelings about 
what it means to be part of the Christian community, of being in 
communion. To the believer, churches bring out the meaning of the 

world by reminding the world of its spiritual dimension and mystery. 
In a place where gazing fastens itself to hearing, silence joins with 
gesture, touch is embraced by scent, and the possible and visible 
gives way to the impossible and invisible, we human beings are 
presented with the gift of realizing what a profound gift creation 
and life is. Saint Maximus the Confessor somewhere wrote that, 
“The Church is the image and likeness of the human being.... By its 
nave, as by the body, it enables the gaining of practical wisdom; by 
its sanctuary, as by the soul, it gives a spiritual interpretation of the 
contemplation of nature; by the divine altar, as by the mind, it reaches 
the vision of God.”

 Few of us ever get to build our own church and none of us 
gets to shape a community single-handedly, but if we did 
we would soon learn that the ways in which God chooses 
to dwell among us are beyond our initiative and control. 
On the one hand we have to realize that God cannot be 
confined to a place; on the other, we have to surrender to 
the paradox that the unpredictability and mystery of God 

can confine itself 
to take flesh in 
us, not wholly 
unlike the way 
God took on 
flesh in Mary. 
I believe that 
in the fleeting 
moments 
where we 
somehow, alone 
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Hans Christoffersen is publisher for academic and monastic books at Liturgical Press. Before moving 
into publishing he served for a number of years in various pastoral ministries around the US as well as 
in Denmark, his place of  birth. He and his wife Jennifer live with their two boys in central Minnesota.

or together, succeed in opening our lives entirely to God’s Spirit, we 
become, like Mary, an example of what it means to be church—a 
people who, in thanksgiving and healing, becomes and breathes the 
life of Jesus, pouring ourselves out in a sacrifice of remembrance 
and imitation of Christ that transforms our powerlessness into a new 
creation in God’s image and likeness. Saint Francis of Assisi caught 
this when he called Mary not only the “spouse of the Holy Spirit” but 
also “the virgin made Church.” This mystical Church is enfleshed in 
the world and in our journey as human beings. This journey is what 
we call the spiritual life, the aim of which is none other than  
to transform the human being into “church,” the temple of the  
Holy Spirit.

 Looking at the church in this way, I wonder if not most of us 
are missing in action most of the time. I think a caution is presented 
to us here of not trying to define the church too narrowly as simply 
those who attend regularly and readily claim to be Catholic. Surveys 
continually show that a large number of non-practicing Catholics 
immediately identify themselves as Catholic when asked. I will never 
forget the teenager who, when asked what it means for him to be a 
Catholic, ended his response by saying, “Even if I didn’t believe in 
God, I would always be Catholic!” Groucho Marx once quipped that 
he didn’t want to be a member of a club that would want someone 
like him as a member. In this one sentence he caught much of our 
human ambivalence about ourselves and one another, about who 
we want to be associated with (and who not) as well as our need to 
make distinctions so we can keep others “outside” while relishing 
the fact that “membership has its privileges.” But since none of 
us can assume that salvation is guaranteed us either by virtue of 
“membership in the club” by simply by showing up or by following 
the precepts, some intellectual humility and pious caution is in order. 
Our Catholic faith tradition has been around long enough to teach us 
that faith in God and love of God are not about the fulfillment of our 
desires to build a place for God, whether on a piece of land or in our 

own hearts, but about a God whose 
loving word tells us who we really 

are and what our deepest meaning, need, potential, and end truly is!

 What, then, is Church? And what does it offer that we can’t be 
about on our own in the privacy of our hearts? However we each may 
approach a definition of this, I believe it is where we keep memory, 
the kind of memory that identifies us and our place in creation. I 
believe Church is both the storehouse and repertoire of the kind of 
wisdom that fuels, accumulates, and roots our spiritual aspirations 
as Catholic Christians down through countless generations. Only 
here do I come face to face with my own fickleness and the short-
comings of others in such a way that it actually hones my desire to 
be in communion with a tradition of wisdom about life and what lies 
beyond. This is why I keep coming back: I still “go to church” because 
I cannot back out of the story I am but a small part of. It is a story 
about our past, present, and future with God who dwells with us. 
Deep down I know this alone is what holds me, defines me, and keeps 

nudging me forward in a hope-filled vision that what I am about, in 
this place, with the people surrounding me—and, I suspect, very many 
of those we consider missing in action—across the world will make us 
one with the countless generations of other pilgrims whose witness 
point us, here and now, toward our only best chance to become who 
we are and “reach the vision of God.”
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MIA Journal 2012
Compiled by Alicia von Stamwitz & Graciela Etchart, PhD 

What we learned: There is no single, correct answer or model, 
and there is no silver bullet! Our dialogue left us with many new 
questions, some of which turned the tables.

For example, Who are we to judge and label others “disengaged” 
or “missing”? What if we are the ones who are disengaged and 
“missing in action”? We all know Catholics who have left the 
institutional Church but who are generously serving God’s people. 
Through their active engagement in social, political and human 
issues, they are busy building the kingdom of God. 

Instead of bemoaning their absence from Mass, perhaps we should 
follow them, walk with them, listen to and learn from them. Where 

do they gather, and with whom? What nourishes their spiritual 
lives? Perhaps the important question becomes, What are  
we missing?

At one point, conference participants asked: Have we made the 
Church our idol? Should membership in the Church be the goal in 
itself? Maybe our stated goal should be a relationship with Jesus 
that leads to living out the Gospel in community. Would restating 
the goal change our conversation and our efforts?

Select insights and ideas for connecting 
with the “Missing in Action”

PARISH

• People are hungry for opportunities to serve. We can do a better   
 job organizing service projects and connecting them later to   
 spiritual reflection. 
• We can explore alternatives to traditional parish gatherings, such  
 as niche/intentional parishes and home churches.
• We can take advantage of extraordinary sacramental moments  
 like marriages, baptisms and funerals to welcome visitors with   
 genuine hospitality. 
• We can find out where people are already gathering to be   
 nourished spiritually, and we can join them and learn from them.

MEDIA

• People need a place to go with their religious questions. Maybe our  
 most important task is to facilitate dialogue.
• We need to become more sophisticated in our understanding of the  
 internet and social media and how it influences faith in society.   
 Can we use the web to promote open-ended moral discussions? 
• We need to focus on telling our stories and building community,   
 mutually transformative encounters that go beyond imparting   
 information or catechesis.
• We need to listen closely and try to understand people’s motives  
 for leaving. How can we reach out to them if we don’t understand  
 why they left or what they are looking for?

WORSHIP

• How can we recapture a sense of God, awe, and mystery in the   
 Mass? Have we made Mass informational as opposed to mystical?
• We need to learn what makes great liturgy. Perhaps we can ask   
 those who have left what they miss or appreciated most  
 about liturgy.
• We need to ask ourselves: What is the purpose of liturgy? If one   
 purpose is community building, we need to create spaces where   
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 relationships can flourish.
• Vatican II rehabilitated the lay state, but some say we have not  
 yet rehabilitated the priesthood. What defines excellence in   
 priesthood today?

MILLENNIAL GENERATION/DIVERSITY 
(TWO GROUPS MERGED)
  
• Hooks for the younger generation include retreats, service   
 trips, powerful speakers, music, and social relationships. “Making  
 a difference” draws college students in; they long to be part of   
 something larger. We need to provide these opportunities.
• We need to address the elephant in the room, i.e., “Why are   
 you condemning my friends?” We can present Church teaching,   
 but we need to introduce more compassionate language, especially 
 re homosexuality.
• Millennials and diverse people have a voice; they have affirmed   
 themselves, and joining them can have an energizing effect. What  
 is important to them is what is going on in their lives. We need   
 to give them an opportunity to tell their stories. When they are in a  
 vulnerable point in their lives, where is God in that story? 
• We need to be willing to be transformed by them - by the wisdom  
 and insights of those “on the margins.”  

JUSTICE, PEACE AND THE INTEGRITY OF 
CREATION

• Religious orders, congregations, and institutions have historically  
 been incubators of innovative ideas and activities: consider their  

 pioneering efforts in education and health care—even finance with  
 the establishment of credit unions. Can we once again imagine   
 and sponsor the spaces and band width that will allow today’s   
 innovators and visionaries to re-imagine, develop, and test-drive   
 strategies and approaches that respond to the active presence of  
 the Spirit?

• Affirmation of the journey that MIAs have traveled and the   
 sacramentality of the reality that most Catholics live each day   
 are important steps in the process of inviting, welcoming, and re- 
 engaging the MIAs, as well as rebuilding more diverse and   
 inclusive communities.

• The philosophical foundation of Catholic Social Teaching offers   
 an accessible, reasonable, and safe platform for engaging and   
 re-engaging Catholics who have left the community or those who  
 are looking to join it.

• Environmental issues and concerns have the potential to bring   
 folks from both sides of MIA together, opening a space and   
 creating a dialogue where new relationships can emerge with   
 nature, oneself, others, and God. One size will not fit all and   
 therefore it is important to plan a variety of activities, events, and  
 programs that speak to the different points of departure for MIAs.

Alicia von Stamwitz is a freelance 
author and communications consultant living 
in Saint Louis. Since 1980, she has worked 
with Catholic orders in publishing, religious 
formation, and mission promotion. She joined 
the partnership in June 2012.

Graciela Etchart, PhD, is the Partnership 
Grant Writer and Officer.  Originally from Uruguay, 
Graciela joined the Oblates of Mary Immaculate 
as an Associate in 2001 and the Partnership in 
2008.  Her background and experience include 
sustainable development and poverty alleviation, 
as well as organization management.
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• “There is a need to listen to each other and to “listen” to reality- exit  
 interviews would be wise.”

• “This is about The Church In The Modern World.   We need to be more  
 Church and more in the world at the same time.” 

• “I believe we are seeing the explosion of a new Church being born.”

• “This conference was enriching.  I came with anger and the thought of leaving the Church.  The  
 fact that there are people who think like me but still care deeply has changed my mind.”

• “There are no silver bullets for our current problems.  We must continue a slow search.”

• “Evolution occurs slowly.  Conferences like this contribute to the evolution of the Church.”

• “Everybody knows there are MIAs but there is hope, especially hope that a conference like this   
 becomes a model for the Church.”

• “Here’s the problem: we do not stop and listen about these issues.”

• “All of these problems and challenges leave me feeling even more the need to be spiritually   
 centered myself.  It’s like on the airplane when they tell you to make sure you have your own   
 oxygen mask on properly before assisting others.”

• “The decline of Church and parishes makes room for a new evangelization, where witness is   
 more important than teaching.

• “A lot of MIAs feel the Church doesn’t care; this conference shows that the Church does care.”

• “We must act now!  We can’t wait any longer but must remember St. Eugene’s words that we   
 ‘leave nothing undared’ in our efforts to bring the Good News.”

• “Can the Church be so sure it knows who really is MIA?  Sometimes the ones who best live the  
 Gospel aren’t the ones going to church regularly.”

Before concluding “Engaging & Re-engaging Catholics” we passed 
around a “talking stick” and gave each conferee a chance to make 
one last comment that captured what they were thinking or feeling 
most strongly.  Below is an assortment of one-liners that folks left 
us with:   
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The Missionary Oblate Partnership is a voluntary association of Oblates of Mary Immaculate and men and 
women working together to support the Oblate charism of serving the world’s poor.  Rooted in the Body 
of Christ, the Partnership believes that each of us, even though our lives may be miles or worlds apart, are 
called to be one with each other.  Individually and together we are called to be one - with Christ.

The Partnership’s objectives are twofold.  First, to facilitate an understanding by Partners of the world’s 
poor that stimulates greater personal and spiritual solidarity with these poor as our brothers and sisters.   
Second, to experience this solidarity as a call to action, which seeks to further this connection between 
Partners and these “least”  through  prayerful, emotional and financial support of Oblates and those who 
share their ideals,  in the United States and around the world.

It is our belief that in meeting these two objectives both Partners and those we serve become more deeply 
identified with the truth most central to our faith:  that we are all one in the Body of Christ.

Adopted May, 2005
Chicago, Illinois
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Rev. Jim McCann, SJ    Rome, ITALY
Rev. Kevin McDonough    Saint Paul, MN
Michael J. McNamara    Eagan, MN

Vince Miller       Saint Louis, MO
Rev. Bill Morell, OMI    Washington, DC
Dianne & Edward Murray, HOMI     
  Charlottesville, VA
Marian & Bill Nasgovitz    Santa Barbara, CA
Rev. Art Obin, OMI     West Palm Beach, FL
Frederick Perella      Wilmington, DE
Bishop Michael Pfeifer, OMI     
  San Angelo, TX
Eileen Ramaekers     Singer Island, FL
Jonathan Ramaci    Charleston, SC
Thomas Riesenberg    Philadelphia, PA
Bill & Jeannie Ritter, Jr.     Denver, CO
Rev. Ron Rolheiser, OMI    San Antonio, TX
John & Melanie Ruhl    Seattle, WA
Rev. Tom Rush, OMI    Tijuana, MEXICO
Steve Saldana       San Antonio, TX
Sr. Theresa Sandok, OSM      Milwaukee, WI
Dr. Alexander A. Schirger, MD      
  Rochester, MN
Richard & Linda Scott    Dayton, OH
Archbishop Roger Schwietz, OMI      
  Anchorage, AK
Rev. Barnabas Simatende, OMI     
  Lusaka, ZAMBIA
Rev. Tom Singer, OMI    Belleville, IL
Rev. Andrew Small, OMI    New York, NY
Daniel & Sue Smytka    Shanghai, CHINA
Rev. John Staak, OMI    San Antonio, TX
Rev. Louis Studer, OMI    Washington, DC
Billy & Marcia Ulm     Athens, GA
Paul & Betty Vance     San Antonio, TX
Vivian Vance     San Antonio, TX
Alicia von Stamwitz  Saint Louis, MO
Rosemary B. Walsh, HOMI   
  White Bear Lake, MN
Mark E. Watson, Jr.    San Antonio, TX
E. Robie Wayne    Minnetonka, MN
Raye G. White    Houston, TX
John & Gee Gee Whitehurst  
  San Antonio, TX
Michael & Katie  Whitehurst      
  San Antonio, TX
Loyd Whitley, HOMI    San Antonio, TX
Rev. Harry Winter, OMI  St. Paul, MN
Gregory C. Woodward    Chatham, PA
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If you would like to know more about the Missionary Oblate Partnership or next year’s De Mazenod 
Conference, please call or visit our website www.oblatepartnership.org.

Announcing
2013

De Mazenod Conference
 

Practicing The Presence of God;
Catholic Spirituality For Everyday Living

 
April 12-14, 2013

Oblate Renewal Center
San Antonio, Texas
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Arthur Pingolt    612.810.9147 apingolt@oblatepartnership.org 
President   

Fr. Tom Singer, OMI    618.530.5353 tsinger@oblatesusa.org 
Spiritual Director

Graciela Etchart, PhD   206.915.7831 gracielaetchart888@yahoo.com 
Grant Writer & Officer

Patricio Espinoza    210.736.1685 pespinoza@oblatemissions.org 
Web & Media Relations

Fr. Nicholas Harding, OMI   (Mexico) frnjharding@hotmail.com 
Grant Officer

Fr. Barnabas Simatende, OMI   (Zambia) bsimatende@yahoo.co.uk 
Grant Officer   


