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US Oblates Celebrate bicentenaryt;artofan experience that streregidd

e bonds of the Mazenodian Family
On Jan. 25, 75 Oblates and Hon-
orary Oblates gathered at St. Joseph
Chapel of the Oblate Renewal Center for
prayerfollowed by a festive supper
And on Jan. 26Ar chbishop
Gustavo Garcia-Siller, MSpS, cel-
ebrated Mass at Oblate School of The-
ology, honoring the Oblate 200&mn-
niversary In attendance were Oblates,
Honorary Oblates, priests and parish-
ioners of thé\rchdiocese of Satnto-
nio, along with Oblate School of The-
ology students, facultand stef The
Mayor of SanAntonio, lvy Taylor,

— : _ L SPRR | greeted the over 400 in attendance in a
Archbishop Garcia-Siller greets parishioner after the anniversary Mass  pre-Mass address, thanking the Ob-
at OST, in SanAntonio, TX. lates for their service to the City of San

| give thanks for the vitality of our charism egpsed in the way OblategAntonio. A lively, mariachi filled recep-
decry injustice, discrimination, violation of human rights, racism, tribdlon followed in theVhitley Center
ism, sexism and gjudice against the padribal peoples, indigenous peoples, Fr. Ed Hauf, OMI used his
etc. Our Congegation is well known within the Chalir and outside it for monthly live television program on
our commitment to the priority of justice, peace and the integrityesf deatholicTelevision of SaAntonio to

ation. -Superior General Fr Louie Lougen, OMI interviewFr. BobWright, OMI . They
round the world, Oblateswill Shaw, andVictoria Luna all con- Continued on page 10
gathered in community totributed in creating
celebrate the 200 years sincg prayerful service

St.Eugene de Mazenod founded th@ie 250 people in
congregation iAix-en-Provence, Franceattendance. Dur-
on January 25, 1816. Newsncerning ing the 90 minute
the anniversary in the U.S. provincgresentationVill

came tdMIUSAfrom several sources.Shawshared key

In Texas the celebration wasmoments of St.
spread over three day3n Jan. 24 Ob- Eugenes life, key
lates, Oblatdssociates, employees ofnoments that lead
OST, Oblate Missions, Madonna, ando the founding of
many friends of the Oblates gathered fdie Missionaries of
ainteractive prayer service at the Whirovence in 1816. &
ley Theological Center of Oblate Schocbinging, video pre- il
of Theology Frs. Frank Santucciand sentations, and :
Fernando Velazquez together with prayers were all Fr. Ed Hauf (right) interviews Fr. BobWright.




It would seem that
we Oblates have meetings
from time to time. Ther
are CROCUS meetings,
committee meetings,
confeence calls and tele-
confeences, povincial §
council meetings and §
Congresses and
Convocations. One
constant theme has to da
with the “future.”
Hopefully in the futue,
there will be at least a : : N
slight decease in the A\ L. AN LS 7
number of meetings and aegiter Hamilton, ON Bishop Dosly OMI,rFLucardif OMI, princial of
ability to meet electmically! Notre-Dame-du-Cayinge;rFAntoneand Mdonnie @nbiemagr
Regional CROCUS meetingof Mississauga, ON at Assumption Province Congress banque

The General Councilgpiarren those who are on the margins,
rown, is always present as well as treome of whom are not Polish
xecutive SecretaryMs. Danielle immigrants. |am grateful for the
Brisson One of the maingasons for gracious hospitality | experienced

Oblate Confeence of Canada and . Redion is to find wuring their C
the United &tes.” The three Oblate meeting as a Region |e o find ways tduring their Congress.
collaborate and shar in the Oblate

provinces in Canada (Notre Dame du. .
Cap, OMI Lacombe anmissumption) mission.
and the United States province togetheASsumption province congress

make up the Canada-US Region. The osted
General Councilor for the RegiorfFis

Fom the PRovincial

The term“CROCUS” among
Oblates is the acronym, following th%
words in French, for theRegional

Region-Rome meeting

Another Regional event
by CROCUS, took place last
Recentlyl attended as a guestyear alOur Lady of the Cape Shrine
Warren Bown, OMI. from _January 18 — 28he Assumption in Trois-Rivieres, Québec,_ from

The provincials and VicarsProvmce Congess at the Oblate- September 13-18, 2015. Thls_event,
provincial of these four provinces me ect)wned Queen o_f tulqpoetles retreat anc_l occurring every 6 years, wes]nt
twice a year taking turns hosting th enewal centerln Mississauga, Ontari@essionof the full councils a_nd
meeting.Frs. Luc Erdif andRaymond rs. LucTardif and Ken Forster _also_treasurers of each o_f the four provinces
Marquisserve as provincial and VicafelueqdedThe Oblatesofth@esumptlon in the Region with the C_entral
provincial respectively for Notre Dam Jrovince are almost all Polish or Po_IlshGoverrlment ofthe Congr_egatlon. The
du Cap provinceFrs. Ken Forster Ca_nadlan. | was _ble_ssed to experlen&Jpe_rlor General, Frouis Lougen
andKenThorsonfor OMI Lacombe their culture, _hospltalltyalth and joyful, and his Council as well as the General
province; FrsMarian Gil andJacek fraterr!al spirit. They are most respect@ecretary andreasurer were all
NosowicZor Assumption province an dfor their zealoue concern for ar_ld ministrpresent. _ _
Fr. Louis Suderand myself, for the U. among the Polish |mm|g_rants n Canada. The theme of the Joint Sessmn
S. province. | learned a word or two in Polish! was “The Call to Conversion:

| was edified by their desire Discerning our Regiog’Futue.”

to be true to their charism as OblatesThroughout the week together we
and as a province, as well as the wagliscussed our visions for the future and
they are challenging themselves tavays in which the four provinces could
reach out beyond the currentcollaborate. Inthe end there were four

ministries in order to respond to Continued on page 3
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From the Povincial filled with good discussion. The resultfiave gathered as a province every three
of this will be presented the provincegrears. The theme of the Convocation is
members both in writing and at théRooted in Christ Crucified;
ideas or paths of collaboration that wergPcoming Province Convocation.  Growing in Vitness to his Kingdom.”
agreed upon at this time: Baja CA gathering At the Convocation, we
Meeting of young Oblates of hope to present some possible
the Region Also, as | write this, the concrete views of the future of the
RegionaMocation and¥outh members of the Baja California Missiorprovince and invite your own ideas
ministry are meeting ifecate, Mexico, nearand perspectivesWhere will we be
Formation and animation ofTijjuana. It is very chilly and we areand who will we be in 8 to 10 years?
Superiors wrapped in blankets, but thankfullyHow will we help younger Oblates
Regular meetings of Provincialghere is a fireplace where we huddleespond to the challenges in the
and their councils. from time to timeWe are enjoying our coming decade? How do we envision
There is a significant presencéliscussion regarding the future of thithe future?
of young Oblate# the Region and theyparticular missionary endeavor in Baja | look forward to the
and those entering behind them will b&alifornia, specifically ifijuana. Convocation in Belleville. It is going
carrying more and more responsibility . . to be a good moment for us to
Provincial Convocation

for our missionary presence through prayerfully bring our futue to God
various ministries and institutions. In the very near future, the and to enew our community and

There is also an urgent need tBrovince Convocatiowill take place missionary life.

continue our ministry among youth andn Belleville fromApril 18 —22.We -Fr. Bill Antone, OMI
young adults and work together te
promote the specific invitation to heag %,

and respond t@ possible call, a *34
vocation,to become an Oblate prie :
or BrotherThe role ofocal Superiors §
will only become more important anc
so a better formation of Superiors i
called forand there is a commitment tc .
have periodically a meeting of the &
provincials and their councils as ¢
Canada-US Region.

Visioning Retreat

Continued from page 2

Recently in Houston,Texas,
January 29 — 31, we met as a provinci#
council in order to reflect together or
the futureThis“Visioning Reteat”
was a good opportunity to focus=
primarily on our future.

Our starting point was a_
guestionWhat do you imagine the s ;
missionay presence of the OblatesThe Baja CA Mission team met with the admitgatraineTate
in the United &tes Povince will \1oic0from b 3 — 5, deloping a visiontieé future for the Mission.

look like 8-10 years &m now?”l am .

grateful to Frs. Femnandelazquez and Bak; /f[ F. Stan Zeda, Br Reter ¥squezr$Bill Antoneou Studer
Jim Fee for their facilitation of our Francisco Gomez, Ray John Marek, Gredr&d|ldghes, Jesse
‘retreat.” The time was prayerful and=squeda, Antoriod@Julio Naéez, Ste Conser.

MARCH- 2016 -3

-



‘Homeless Jesus’
touches hearts

0 honor the ministry to the
I homeless for which the Oblate
are knownfr John J Gordon -
OMI, pastor of & Mary’s Church in e
the heart of downtown S#&mtonio, |
TX, commissioned a sculpture e
Homeless Jesus shed light on the
needs and concerns of the many ho
less of the city in need of comfort
Archbishop Gustavo Garcia
Siller, M.Sp.S., celebrated Mass &t
Marys, joined by FrGordon andFr.
Ed Hauf, OMI, on Nov 23rd.
Pleased with the sculpture, th
Archbishop reminded those attendin
the Mass that we are called to recog

nize and reach out to the homeles %
throughout the city —

Inspired by Matthew:25 Fr Gordon (I) and Archbishop Garcia-Siltepuaiitshtarser

the sculpture is a representation , ) _

that suggests Christ is with the cannotsay you love Christand ig-enough room that someone is able to

most marginalized in oursociety "€ His image in the poaf  siton the bench.

“\When | walk by the statue each The Christ flgurg is ghroudeq in The statue has become a com-

morning it reminds me of the 2Plankettheonlyindication thatitigort and consolation to our guests who

words of Mother Teresa: “You Jesusarethevisible wounds onthe fegke experiencing homelessness. They
’ The life-size version of the work hassee their plight and their suffering is hon-

ored in this way

Among the other places that
“Homeless Jesus” can be found are
Christ Church (Anglican) Cathedral in
Dublin, Ireland; the headquarters of the
CatholicArchdiocese oWashington,
D.C.; and in downtown Chicago in
front of Catholic Charities.

The statue was given by Ed-
ward and Linda Speed whose family
have worshipped at St. Marys parish
for over 100 years.

He has sent me to
preach the Gospel
to the poor
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Anne Morris our DRE

Confirmation retreat
held in Sitka,AK

by Fr. Andy Sensenig, OMI

om January 22 - 23, we held
Ponfirmation High School Re- 5
treat at St. Gregory the ™
Nazianzen for eight students, led b
Deacon KevinWoodvine and his | s
wife Eli from Our Lady oAngels in
Kenai. The aim of the retreat was t
help the students to get a deeper &
preciation of th&’ear of Mercy by re-
flecting on what it means to live out thé
Spiritual and Corporalorks of Mercy ; ERT 7 ;
One of the most powerful mo-At left: DeaconWoodvine in front of Fr. SensenigThe parish Director
ments of the retreat for me was duringf Religious Education Anne Morris, is third fr om the right.
the Holy Hour with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament that we added agfangels in KenaiThey are planning
Eucharist with the students in our chapether Holy Hour for them during theto come to St. Gregory Nazianzen par-
in &. Gregorys. The Divine Mercy retreat. They intend on forming a Dijsh with their youth group this coming
Chaplet was sung by Deacon Kevirvine Mercy Prayer Group soon.  symmer for &outh Mission Experi-
Eli, Anne Morris (our DRE)The stu- Deacon Kevin and Eli work gnce.
dents so loved it and time before thwith Fr. Tom Rush, OMI, at Our Lady

4th Olate fom India to minister.B Uentered the congrgation in 2002,

! Peter Rajan Alphonse, OMI, Feb. 3, in preparation for beginning hi1aking his firstvows on May 21, 2003.
Fmved at provincial headquartersninistry in the United States. He was ordained to the priesthood on
in Washington, DC from India on Born on July 3, 1980, APeter S€PL- 26, 2009. _ _

— Besides his B.A. in English
- ‘ 1 W . 44 Literature, he has earned a B.Ph, B. Th
- |ese : and Licentiat6Summa cum Laude
\ i - 2 Sacramentalheology at 8Anselmo,

Rome.

After a year on the Mission
Preaching band in Chennai, India, he
began work as a formator in India.

Fr. Peter has joined the
pastoral staff in Laredo, TX. He is the
fourth Oblate priest from India now
ministering in the U.S. province. He
joins Frs. Lawrence Mariasoosai
(Sacred Heart, Eagle Pass, TRl
Dass SelvarafOur Lady of Refuge,
Eagle Pass), arReterAntonisamy
[ _ (Immaculate Conception,
4 _ ~ Brownsville, TX).

_'r.

e e - oy

L-rFrs. Bevil Bramwell, Joe Phiri,_ PeterJIiajan, Charles Hurkes
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The third year commemorating| Fﬁ _
the 200 anniversary of the founding of ] Please remember in prayer
the Missionary Oblates of Mary| g
Immaculate (January 25, 1816) take our fecently departEd
the themeMission and Obedience.”
This theme is dear to my heart as
Personnel DirectoAt first glance, it FranciscoAlar con, brother of FrCarlosAlarcén,
might mean that under the vow of || OMI, died on Jan. 15 in Davis, CA.
Obedience, Oblates go on mission to wherever they are saénfon Bourg, former Oblate, died on Jan. 16 in $an
Unfortunatelyit's not quite as simple as that! Antonio, TX.
Oblates are generous in responding to help meet thé=r. Frank Wagner, OMI, 83, died on Jan. 17 ip
needs of the U.S. Province, to the commitments we haygArleta, CA.

made in other parts of the world; to the poor we havg Thomas Lougenbrother of FrLouie Lougen, OMI
promised to serve. died on Jan. 22 in Getzville, NY
A number of important factors do come in to play| Fr. John Sokolski, OMI, 86,died on Jan.s 24 in San
with the vow of obedience and our missionary commitmentg.Antonio, TX.
Some of our Oblates have received specializeflLynneAntone, 68 sisstefin-law of Ft Bill Antone,
training in a particular field of study so they are sent to useOMI, died on Jan. 25 in Olympi#/A.
this skill and knowledge, such as teaching, justice, pea¢dda Monett Louwagie, 100 stepmother of F/incent
and integrity of creation ministrpreaching God'word, || Louagie, OMI, died on Jan. 25 in Minneota MN.
administration, and countless other particular areas. Jerry Demers, 89, brother of FrFrank Demers
Some Oblates have the gift of being “generalists” sg OMI, died on Jan. 26 in ManchestiH.
while they are not highly trained in a specific area, they dp Craig Snipes, 68prother of FrRoy Snipes, OM
many ministries very well, with great competence. They cgndied on Jan. 26 in New Braunfels, TX.
be readily assigned to retreat minigarish, Shrine, teaching, || Former Oblat&ill Minwegen died in FL. on Jan 29.
street ministry and a host of other valuable works. Dr. David Sensenig, 94ather of FrAndy Sensenigj
Some of our Oblates are very adept in ministering tg OMI, died on Jan. 31 in Philadelphi# P
their fellow Oblates. They are valued members in ouy Former Oblatér. Bill Elliott died on Feb. 3 intS
community life together because they bring a sensitivity| Johns, NB.
compassion, and genuine concern for their brothers. These
Oblates are often our Superiors in community who are able
to support, build up, listen to, pray with the Oblates withillness, past behavipor other external factors beyond

whom they live. their control, they cannot minister in the same way as
Some of our Oblates, most especially the elderly andbefore.
infirm, spend the majority of their days ministering to others Each of our Oblates — 265 of us in the U.S.

like themselves, also frail, and praying for their fellow Oblates Province — brings a wealth of talents, gifts, care, and
special intentions and the needs of the world. While thexompassion that we are called to share.
might do little “outside ministrytheir life of prayeyreflection, This third year of celebration of our founding 200
listening, reading, constitutes an essential dimension of owears ago should serve to remind us of how blessed we
calling by St. Eugene to be both active and contemplative ihave been in our histargurrently we serve in 67
faithfully living out Oblate religious life. countries of the world. If part of being “missionary as
Some of our Oblates, while remaining faithful and Oblates” means that we are thinly scattered in many remote
committed to mission and obedience, feel the burdemreas where there are few resources -sthat'f part of
themselves of early iliness, family constraints, or lack ofgner being “missionary as Oblates” means that we often answer
to continue to carry out the missionary work they once didthe call of bishops to send missionaries to places where
These are the Oblate missionaries to whom my heart goeise needs are great, where he can find no one elses—that’
out with the greatest sensitivityeir ardent desire for ministry  us! If part of being “missionary as Oblates” means that
is still very much part of who they are but, because of some Continued on page 9
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Pact of the Catacombs 50tiAnniversary:

Vatican Il on a New Level

by Harry Winter, Coordinator of the Ministry of Mission-Unity-Dia-
logue, USA Oblate Province

en the 50th anniversary ofenouncing expensive cars, episco-

Wle opening dfatican llwas pal palaces, etc, and pledged them-

celebrated on Oct.11 selves to a greater concern for the
2012, BillAntone and his administra-poor. The Pact was then signed by
tion encouraged me to contact the maghers at Vatican Il, including at
Oblates who had been in Rome eithégast one cardinal from Europe, and
as scholastics or periti, to share thejiresented to Pope Paul VI.
experiences. So a group of us includ- Probably due to the extensive
ing Frs. JimAllen, Don Dietz, David changes in litilgy, and seminary forma-
Kalert, Dick McAlear, andGeorge tion, and all the other turmoil following
McLean sent material t9Vill Shaw. the end of the Council, the Pact wa
These are available on thdorgotten, until afew years ago. Popmenting the almost forgotten concern
WwWw.omiusa.ay website. Francis’ concern for a simpler life stylepf Vatican Il for the pogfrom its initial

One important event, and the growing number of the ppodays.

though, of Vatican 1l which we revived interestin the Pact. One SVD missionaryrather
missed was the Navl6, 1965 Pact On Nov 14, 2015, the Pontifi- Sonny de Rivera, has called it “a guid-
of the Catacombs, when about 40 cal University Urbaniana, Rome, heldhg force for Mission.” The full text is
bishops, mostly fom Latin America, @ symposium on the Pact, with Joavailable on the home page of the Mis-
went to the Catacombs of Domitilla, Sobrino, SJ, as the featured speaksion-Unity-Dialogue:
outside Rome, and signed a pactHis conference is a masterpiece, docwww. harrywinterorg).

MN Oblate Associatespack meals for starving children group of volunteers from all over the

a Thursday evening in Feb-Rainbow Food Store. This opportunitMinneapolis/St. Paul, MN area.
uary our OblatéAssociate \as suggested by OblaAssociates Feed My &rving Childen

group wentto join others from carol & Craig Schoenecker (FMSC) is a Christian non-profit or-
six local churches to pack food for The Rainbow Food place wag§anization committed to feeding Ged’
“Feed My Starving Children” at the hyge, and accommodated the larg&ildren hungry in body and spirit. The

- — approach is simple: volunteers hand-
pack meals specially formulated for
malnourished children, to be sent to
mission partners running orphanages,
schools, clinics and feeding programs
around the world. FMSC food has
reached more than 70 countries.

The Bloomington, MMsso-
ciates originated from the Christ the
King Retreat CenteBuffalo, MN.The
coordinator of the group is Bonnie
Strand and this group is presently sup-
ported byOblate Fathers Lon
Konold and Harry Winter. -ty Bonnie

(L-r)im Sharpsteen Carol Schoenecker and Sara Niemiec, BonniéS$aaav({forifipto by Carol Schoenect
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Fr. Rolheiserto receive NFPC award

r. Ronald Rolheiser OMI, s a prolific writer authoring twenty-one
Fauthorcolumnist, retreatleaderbooks on spirituality since 1979. His
and president of the Oblate2014 book titlecbaced Fire: A Msion
School ofTheology SamAntonio, TX, for a Deeper Human and Christian
will receive the 2016 NationalMaturity (Image Book, Random
Federation of Priests’ CouncilsHouse) won the highest award for a
Touchstone award, at a banquet drard cover book on spirituality from the
April 19 in Indianapolis, IN. Catholic PresAssociation. His 1999
The award is presentediook,The Holy Longing (Doubleday
annually to “the priest who, in the viewNew York) is considered a “tour de
of the National Federation of Priestsforce” in foundational Christian
Councils, is one whose service in thepirituality. It is now translated into
Gospel of Jesus Christ exemplifies theaultiple languages. In its mission statement, the San
purpose and goals of the Federation. Father Rolheiser is in demand\ntonio peaceCenter states: “Since
“In particular, his leadership as a speaker and retreat facilitatte 1995, the all-volunteer and interfaith
enhances the ministry of others and higs given numerous retreats for priesp§aceCENTER continues to be a sig-
words and deeds support the life anaver the years. nificant community catalyst for peace
ministry of priests; thus he is, asitwere, ~ Peace LaueateAward in SanAntonio, Texas. Compassion
a Touchstone for genuine, quality Fr. Ron was also hamed as thénd Justice are our strong guiding lights.
priesthood.” 9th SarAntonio Peace Laureate at th€ontemplative Practices, Experiential
Fr. Rolheisers column,in  10th annual Blessing of the Peacemakducation, and NonvioleAttions are
Exile, is now carried by almost 100ers in Sarntonio, TX, January 31, our working expressions throughout the
newspapers worldwide. In addition, h@016. community at large.”

Province convocation in Belleville unite us as members of one province. Even though

I n this year when the coregation celebrates the 200th ©Ur Province stretches from coast to coast and be-

anniversary of its foundation, the fourth triennial u.s.yond, we still f_orm one missionary _bodsuer_l .

: . . : though we are involved in a great variety of minis-
province convocation will be held at the Shrine of Our .~ % : : o
Ladv of the S i Belleville. iomApril 18-22. 2016 tries in various locations and even though as indi-

ady ofihe Snows in Belleville, MAPHT 1622, 2U9. " yiquals we are all diérent one from the othewe
The theme chosen for the occasiofiRsoted in Christ ;.4 siill deeply united and rooted in the same Ob-

Crucified; Growing inWitness to His Kingdom.” late charism.

In his letter Convocation 2016 will include moments of
inviting  province celebration, fraternitynput, and discussion as we
members to attend the look together to the futurds provincial and council
convocation, the we planto presentsome possible concrete views
provincial, Fr. Bill of the future of the province and invite your own
Antone, OMI, wrote: ideas and perspectives. Where will we be and who

will we be in 8 to 10 years? How will we help

Our province convo- younger Oblates respond to the challenges in the
cations have taken place coming decade? How do we envision the future?
every three years. They The provincial has thanked the Oblates who
have given us an opportu- have served on the 2016 Convocaliask Force:
nity to renew our energies Frs. David Uribe, Sal DeGeorge,Tom
as missionaries and to Coughlin, Mark Dean, David Mufioz and
strengthen the bonds which Frank Santucci.
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Mazenod Conference, ernorBill Ritter , who served as an advisor to Yaican on
sponsored by the Mis- Laudato SiSr. Maxine Pohlman, SSND director of the
sionary Oblate Partnership, wasUS Oblate Ecological Initiative, al@tamus Finn, OM| who
held at the Oblate Renewal Cen-serves as chairman of the Interfaith Center for Corporate Re-
ter in SarAntonio, January 22- sponsibility
24, 2016. Together they guided the group of nearly 60 conferees
The topic for weekend conference WARE  in sessions that included review of Francis’ remarks on key
WE READY? The implications of Pope Francis and topics of the Encyclical: humanigjintegral identityour stew-
ardship of the earth and its resources,
and the nexus of money/investments
and Catholic social teaching.
The Conference’Saturday lit-
urgy included two special moments:
a homily by SaAntonioAr chbishop
Gustavo Garcia-Sillerand presen-
tation of the PartnershipJoseph
GerardAward toJohn and Gee
Gee Whitehurst,Partners who live
in SarAntonio. The Gerardward
presentation included remarks on
Gerard himself by US Oblate Pro-
vincial Bill Antone, OMI and also
by Clyde Rausch, OMI, who cre-

) . . ated the Joseph Gerard icon that ac-
The Joseph Gerawdrd presentatidnr Atie Pingolty.FClde Busch, companies thaward.

OMI, Gee Gee and John \&thikeBilt Anton©MI and Archbishhop The costs of the De Mazenod

Gustay Garcia-Siller MiSp Conference are underwritten each
Laudato Si.” Attended each year by members of thgear by select Partners. 2016 underwriters @&ife Mary
Partnership, Oblates from the US and around the worlgh) Bolner, Bonnie & Frank Gittinger, Mary & Kevin
OST faculty and staff, and foundations and other Catholitenseler MD, Keith & Joanna Perkins and the
institutions, the De Mazenod Conference is designedWshitehursts.

offer dedicated reflection and discussion around issues The 2017 De Mazenod Conference will be held again

T he sixthAnnual De The speakers this year included former Colorado Gov-

affecting individual Catholics and the Church. at the Oblate Renewal Center in late January 2017.
“Mission and Obedience” Besides celebrating the final Our Foundes dying words to
Continued from page 6 year of our Oblate triennium, wehis Oblates were: “zeal for the salvation

we are close to the people we servegntinue to celebrate the Hofgar of of souls and toward one another:
that their concerns, hurts, joysMercy. The themes of Mission andcharity charity charity” Those simple
consolations are also ours —thats! Obedience and Mercy fit well togethewords of this dying Oblate provide

If part of being “missionary as Oblatesin terms of how our Holy Father anda worthy reflection for all of us on
means that we are quick to show GodSt. Eugene de Mazenod, see otinose key themes of mission,
mercy and compassion rather tharesponsibilities as Christians an@bedience and mercy as we continue
judgment and condemnation, quick t@blates sent on mission: to be mercifiib celebrate the 200 anniversary
open our hearts to all, careful to listein our approach as we seek “not to baf our founding as a missionary
to those with whom we minister ratheunderstood but to understand, not toongregation as well as the Holy
than imposing our own solution —tisat' be loved but to love,” in our service torear of Mercy.

us! the poor and abandoned. -Fr. Lou Suder, OMI
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Vocation retreat
held in SanAntonio

-I-he fourVocation Directors for
the United States Province held
a “Come and See” retreat dur-
ing Martin Luther KingMeekend in San
Antonio, TX for 13 men who are seri-
ously considering a vocation with the
Missionary Oblates of Mary Immacu-
late. Five of these men travelled from
different parts of the Midwest.
The weekend began with Mass and
encouraging words froiffr. Richard
Hall, OMI, followed by dinnerThe
men returned to the retreat center for
introductions and the first presentation
givenFr.Art Flores, OMI. On Sat- Inthe afternoon, the prospects ~ The weekend concluded with
urday Fr. Frank Santucci, OMI, visited $. Mary’s, Immaculate Con- Mass at the Grotto and lunch before
spoke on the life and charism of St.ception and San Juan de Los Lagaeparting for their homes. Ofthose at-
Eugene de Mazenod Following his talkpllowed by a visit to the Rivaalk. tending, eight are seriously discerning
the scholastics shared their vocation stédter dinner there was an opportunitya religious vocation with the Oblates
ries, stimulating good discussions béfer the group to meet with their vocaand three have begun the application
tween the discerners and the Oblateion directors. process for next fall.

Oblates celebrate town and expanding to their care foincluding what now has become the
many other parishes in thechdiocese Oblate School ofheology
and the founding of seminaries there,

shared the story of the Oblates with the
TV audience and those listening to the
simulcast on the Guadalupe Radio Net-
work inTexas.
That intervview traced the ori-
gins and growth of the Congregation
from its founding in 1816, through the
lifetime of St. Eugene deMazenod, and
the subsequent spread of our mission-
aries throughout the world up until the
present day
Special emphasis was given to
the fascinating history of the Oblates in
Texas, from their arrival in 1849, their
evangelization of the Rio Grande valley
on horseback as the Cavalry of Christ,
their spread throughotiéxas and their Among those at the Jan. 25 bicentennial in San Antonio were: Fr
support foundations in S@mtonio, Hall, John Colletfifio GarciagiRLaBmboisé&d HauEharlie Banks
beginning with & Mary’s Parish down- Ramip Cdez, Jim Loiacdfymond Mwgala, andu? Dass Sehyj
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Oblates celebrate
Continued from page 10

The program also spoke about
the Oblates’ work among the Hispan-
ics, especially along tliexas-Mexico
border and in cities like S@mtonio
and Houston, their special care for the
poorest of the poor and the homeless
in downtown SaAntonio at $ Mary’s
parish, and for the beautiful shrines in
San Juan and S@&mtonio including
those at San Juan de Los Lagos parish
and the Lourdes and Guadalupe shrines
on the grounds of the Oblate School of
Theology

The program ended with a spe-

cial focus on the life of St. Eugene, and . ) .
promotion of the Oblate websites herd\fter Mass in Buffagyl-r Thomas MachnikioTelo-AghdBrian

in the U.S. and the world. Bernhard, John Staak, OMI, David Mufioz, O MHono@ihiée
In Buffalo, NY, The major 200th Jery Gutierrezat Nouri€@OMI, Quilin Bouzi, ONg, Bsek, OMI,

Anniversary Mass was organized bAlex RqueOMI, Dan NasgaDkll, AlejandhlaradpJoseph ®4n

OblateAssociates from all three par . .
ishes on Jan. 24Bishop Richard On Jan. 25, the Oblates held dance for a French dinner at the Shrine

Malone celebrated it along with all thePrayer Service in the form of a diaef Our Lady of the Snows, with a few
Oblates in the Buffalo District and somdP9u€ in which the professed Oblatesiore joining for a beautiful sunges-
diocesan clayy, as well as ReligiousK’Ok on the role of Eugene DeMazenogers service immediately afterwards.

Women Frs. David Mufioz, Quilin and younger men were learning frora

Bouzi, (pastoHumphrey Milimo are Hem: R/P meetﬂ/ms-bl,”y

: . In Belleville, IL, about 50
spearheading the ministry at thest 1 e

P g y Oblates anéssociates were in atten-I :Iteen scholars from Rome, Por-
g

Side of Bufalo’s three parishes. ugal, China, India, Holland, En-

land, Canada, and U.S.A. spent
the end of the year ifrewksbury MA
for  Fr.George McLeansCouncil
for Research iNalues and Philosophy
(RVP) seminar “Re-learning to be Hu-
man for Globalimes.”

The conference was associated
with Boston College. The participants
praised the religious house atmosphere
and skillful management of the
conferences many details; meeting in-
ternational flights, car services shuttling
participants, off property and on prop-
erty housing arrangements, preparing
meeting rooms, supplies, dining ar-
rangements, video tape and video disc

Some dhe large numbattending the Buff&lyy anm@wsay Mass editing androu tube connections.
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O Incelebration of its 60th anniversary (May 10, 2016), St.
Joseph th&Vorker Shrines Oblate Historical Museum in Lowell,
MA will display a series of photos depicting significant events from
the Shrines past sixty yearsThe display was prepared Byo.
Richard Cote, OMI, Curator of the Museum, with help from the
Tewksbury OblatAssociate CommunityT he display will run dur
ing calendar year 201@&Il are welcome to visit the museum on
Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
O  Agenerous cash gift of $265,000 fr@eacon Robert and
Ruth Kusenberger, HOMI, has
enabled Oblate School of Theology to
reach the goal of its $30 million Building

on Faith Capital and Endowment Campaign,

launched i\pril 2008.Among other things, the

gift will endow a teaching chair in Oblate

studies at OSTIt will be the only academic

entity in the country dedicated to spreading the

history and the charism of the Missionary

Oblates of Mary Immaculate as St. Eugene de Blessed is He who
Mazenod envisioned it,“ Deacon Kusenberger comes in the name
said.

O  As part of  JosephWorker Shrines 60" anniversarythe Oblate of the Lord.

Historical Museum opened on February 16 to commemorate the anniversary oi_l .

death ofr. André-Marie Garin, OMI . Fr. Garins chalice was used in the 3 osanna in the
daily Masses déred at the Shrine that dayhe Shrine of S. Joseph the highest'
Worker has been designated &enter of Mercyin the Merrimack Region of )
theArchdiocese of Boston during this Jubi¥ésar

(o) The Council for ResearchYfalues and Philosophy ) anounces
itsAnnual Seminar theme féwgust 8-September 9, 2016Washington,
D.C. :"Re-Learning to be Human for Gloaies: Sructure and Role of
Compassion"; Contact: (cua-rvp@cua.edu)

(o) As just one example of how the Oblate Partnership (cf. p. 9) as
the various Oblate missions, last year a grant of $5,000 was §e&nftdin
Henault, OMI, to assist in his work with lepers in Gonaives, Haiti (
OMIUSA, Jan. 22016, p.13piane Conocchioli,grant writer for the
Partnership did the research and application to the foundation that pro
the funds.
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