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U.S. Oblates gather
in Belleville, IL

T

he fifth convocation of U.S.
Oblates brought together 170
priests and brothers dedicated to
the spirit and mission of Jesus Christ as
characterized in the charism of St.
Eugene de Mazenod. The meeting took
place at the Shrine of Our Lady of the
Snows in Belleville, IL from April 18-26.
diversity existing in the province members: diversity
Presentations and group discussions
in generations, cultures, nationalities, talents, all sharing
centered on the theme of being “Rooted in
the one charism of St. Eugene.
Christ Crucified: Growing in Witness to
In his presentation, Fr. Frank Santucci noted
His Kingdom.”
that what holds us together as Oblates can be found
As in the past, the convocation
in the words of the Founder who desired first of all to
afforded opportunities for celebration,
form a group of priests who live together and who
fraternity, and grass roots discussion Fr. Frank Santucci, OMI
strive to imitate and
concerning the
become one with Christ and his
future of the province. Council
values in order to bring the Gospel
members presented possible
to the poor.
views of that future, inviting
Fr. Daniel Renaud invited
comments and suggestions.
attendees to recognize the virtue of
The provincial, Fr. Bill
hope for happiness already existing
Fr. Daniel Renaud, OMI
Antone, welcomed the
in
those
to
whom
they
minister
in
Fr. Bill Antone, OMI attendees, noting the great
Continued on page 4

Ziegler ordained

O

Archbishop Schwietz with newly ordained Fr. Ziegler and his parents

n May 20th, 2016, the eve of
St. Eugene’s feast day, Bro.
Daniel F. Ziegler was ordained
a priest by Most Rev. Roger L.
Schwietz, OMI, at the Immaculate
Conception Chapel at Oblate School of
Theology in San Antonio, TX. Among
the many Oblates were retired Bishop
Michael Pfeifer, OMI and provincial,
Fr. Bill Antone, OMI.
The youth from the Oblate Mission
Continued on page 10
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From the Provincial

Oblate Retreat and
Renewal Centers: “Be still
and know that I am God”
(Ps. 46, 10).
As a small child, I
remember a few occasions
when my parents would
attend preached retreats at
a local retreat house. I
didn’t understand what was
happening, but once a year,
my mother would be absent
from the home for a few
days and we were left with
dad alone, who would
attempt to prepare our meals. We could
be sure that he would always fry
potatoes. Soon thereafter, dad would
attend the retreat and leave us alone with
mom…who was definitely a better
cook than dad. I think it was during Lent
that this took place.
We Oblates are blessed to have
several retreat houses in the United
States province. We sometimes refer
to them as “retreat and renewal
centers.” They have histories which go
back to the days when good numbers
of parishioners like my parents would

attend preached retreats. One is King’s
House in Belleville, Illinois, another is
Immaculata in Willimantic,
Connecticut, and the third is Christ the
King in Buffalo, Minnesota. There is
a fourth retreat house in San Antonio,
Texas, called Oblate Renewal Center,
and its ministry is overseen by the Oblate
School of Theology.
Our retreat houses are oases in
the contemporary desert of a noisy,
frenetic, violent world that militates
against interiority. “You cannot
understand anything about modern
civilization unless you first of all
accept that it is a universal conspiracy
against any kind of interior life”
(Georges Bernanos). These centers offer
quiet space for the soul…to grow and
to heal, to discern and to consecrate.
These open, uncluttered, sacred spaces
bring about meaningful encounters
with ourselves, others, Creation and
our God. We need silence, and yet we
are afraid of it. We need at times to stop
running, but avoid stillness. It can be
painful to disconnect from our many
activities, sometimes even to pray in
silence for 5 minutes. But we discover

NACORRC 2016: Seated (l-r): Richard Dahm; Frs.Mark Dean, Salvador (Chava) Gonzalez,
Abp. Sylvain Lavoie, Sarah Biermann. Middle Row : Karyn Forsberg, Michelle ReisAmores, Linda MacIsaac; Fr. Ron Meyer, Jean Trudel, Karan Insalaco, Anne Hales.
Back Row : Fr. Bill Antone, Brendan Bitz, Fr. Piotr Nowak, KT Cockerell, Lucie Leduc,
Bro. Pat McGee, Brenda Rose Szegedy, OSF, Jeanette Filthaut, SP; Frs. Bill Stang,
Richard Kelly, Jim Deegan. Photo credit: Richard Dahm.
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that it brings many rewards in health,
growth in our spiritual life and
wholeness.
I recently attended the
annual meeting of NACORRC, the
North American Conference of
Oblate Retreat and Renewal
Centers. This Canada-U.S. working
group has been meeting for 39 years
and is a beautiful example of Oblate
collaboration among the four oblate
provinces of the North American
Region. Personnel from Canadian and
U.S. retreat and renewal centers meet
to discuss and pray about their visions,
ministry and operations.
Besides the fact that
NACORRC walks the talk of North
American Oblate collaboration, I was
very impressed with the fact that
representatives of the various roles that
make up the teams come together,
whether they are the directors of the
centers or are employed in
housekeeping, food service,
administration or hospitality. We are
blessed with great lay persons, some
in the roles of directorships, as well as
religious women and many Oblates
doing this ministry together.
Our retreat and renewal
centers are places of preaching,
spiritual direction and real hospitality,
an important Oblate value. Folks in
12-step programs are welcomed;
others get inspired to be hospitable to
the disadvantaged, the immigrant and
homeless upon returning to their
communities. Thanks to my brother
Oblates and all who do this very
important Oblate ministry and are
guardians of these sacred spaces!
Oblate Associates: “I am an Oblate
too.” (Raquel, Holy Family parish,
Mexicali, Mexico)
More and more people are
discovering the “charism” of Eugene
Continued on page 3

From the Provincial
Continued from page 2
de Mazenod. We jokingly say—but are
serious when we say it—that Pope
Francis has discovered the same
charism: a love of the Church of the
poor and for the poor; the centrality
of Christ, and Christ crucified;
preaching prophetically the Good
News of a just and merciful God;
solidarity with and closeness to the
people; hospitality and audacity; and,
what is perhaps a development easily
found in the wide heart and open mind
of St. Eugene, the integrity of
Creation.
Certainly Pope Francis is doing
nothing more than the popes before
him, and nothing more than St. Eugene,
when it comes to “translating” the
Gospel of Jesus Christ for times. There
is no re-invention of the Gospel nor of
the Church.
Many of those discovering the
charism of Eugene, who has been
proclaimed a saint for the whole Church
and world, are our Oblate Associates,

A

A group of Oblate Associates visited the novitiate during the meeting.
both here in the United States and
throughout the world.
Besides the Associates, others
in the Mazenodian family are invited to
drink from the same source of
inspiration: Honorary Oblates, Partners,
Co-workers and Employees,
Benefactors, Parishioners in Oblate
parishes and Family and Friends. The
Oblate Associates, under the leadership
of Geri Furmanek, gathered in early

fter concelebrating the Memorial Day Mass at San Fernando Mission Cemetery with Bishop Emeritus Gerald Wilkerson, retired Auxiliary Bishop of the San Fernando Region of LAArchdiocese, Frs.
Gerald Brunet, Pat Thompson and Bro. Craig Bonham went over to
the Oblate section to pray and sing the “Salve Regina.”

June for their national meeting at King’s
House in Belleville.
The Associates are made up
mostly of lay women and men and for
this meeting they came from California,
Florida, Illinois, Massachusetts, Texas,
Louisiana, Washington State,
Minnesota, Nevada and New York.
In a way that is considerate of
their own commitments in marriage,
family, profession and vocation, they
can proudly say “we are Oblates too.”
The more than 70 Associates
who attended the meeting represent
approximately 450 Associates
throughout the United States.
We were happy to welcome 5
Associates from the Anglo-Irish
province to this meeting. Thanks to
Geri Furmanek for her leadership,
and for those on the National
Committee of Associates: Hermie
Alignay, Joseph Cipolla, Janie
Sanchez, Frs. Sal De George, Porfirio
García, Tom Ovalle and Jim Taggart.
I am especially grateful to the
Oblate Associates who incarnate and
extend the charism of St. Eugene in
their lives, and passionately consider
themselves part of the Oblate family.
-Fr. Bill Antone, OMI
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2016 Convocation
Continued from page 1
order to animate the virtues of faith
and charity.
Richard Benner had
accepted an invitation to be a keynote
speaker for the convocation. He
intended to speak about a Christian
response to the worldwide phenomenon
of fundamentalism in a way that reflects
the spirit of Christ as He dealt with the
“sacred” and “secular” and the
fundamentalism of his time However,
an unexpected diagnosis of stage four
terminal cancer forced him to cancel.
Fr. Mark Dean with his own opening

and closing
remarks,
presented an
address which
Mr. Benner
gave on the
same topic
several years
Fr. Mark Dean, OMI
ago to a
Church of the Nazarene convention.
For those Oblates unable to attend the 2016 Oblate Province Convocation during the week of April 1822, 2016 in Belleville, you are now able
to log on and view those sessions that
will be streamed as live video.

Recognizable faces: Frs. GeneTremblay, George
Knab, Bro. Dan Bozek, Fr. Paul Wightman

Belleville’s Bishop Edward Braxton,
Anchorage’s Archbishop, Roger
Schwietz, OMI, Fr. Harry Winter, OMI

Frs. John Castro, Ken Forster, Porfirio Garcia, Jim
Loiacano, Alex Roque in discussion.

E

ach Oblate who visits Aix is invited to sign a replica of the original document that St. Eugene
and five companions signed January 25,
1816, promising to live together in community and vow poverty, chastity and
obedience. Now Oblates all over the
world are signing their names and renewing their commitment to the Oblate
way of life.
Continued on page 5

Left: Fr. Ken Forster, OMI, Provincial of Lacombe Province, displays a replica of the
document at the 2016 Convocation. Above: Geri Furmanek leads Associates in
signing. Each Oblate and Oblate Associate at the convocation signed this document,
signifying their own continued commitment to St. Eugene’s dream.
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Victorious Missionaries
celebrate 52 years

T

he 34th Annual National Conference of the Victorious Missionaries attracted more than 30
members. This was the 52nd Anniversary of the Founding of the Ministry by
the late Fr. John Maronic, OMI.
The three–day event was held
May 13-15, at the National Shrine of
Our Lady of the Snows in Belleville, Illinois.
The conference was planned
and coordinated by National Director,
Bro. Tom Ruhmann, OMI and his assistant, Bette Meyer. The Oblate nov-

Bro. Ruhmann presents Debra Delgato Thomas with the Maronic Award

2016 Convocation

ices came down from Godfrey, IL to offer their help in making the
event a success.
Rev. Bob Molsberry, Interim Pastor of the Peace United
Church of Christ in Webster Groves, MO gave the keynote address:
Forgiveness, the Pathway to Wholeness.
After Mass at the Church of Our Lady of the Snows, celebrated by Fr. David Uribe, OMI, Bro. Ruhmann presented the
24th John Maronic Achievement Award to Debra Delgato Thomas. The award is a recognition of outstanding achievement by a
member of the Victorious Missionaries.
Ms. Thomas has long dealt with Bi-Polar Disorder and according to Brother Tom, “The award was presented to her because of her struggle to regain control of her life and the work
she has done in helping others to deal with it in their lives.”

Continued from page 4

The convocation wasn’t all work; note, e.g.: above: Schol.
Bros. Daniel Bourg and Victor Manuel Patricio-Silva, Oblate
Frs. Lucio Castillo, Tom Ovalle, Art Flores, and Novice Paul Raj
Arulanantham at a festive gathering.......

....... and, above, a special visit from Mme.
deMazenod, here greeted by Will Shaw and
Fr. Allen Maes, OMI.
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170 Oblates attended the
province convocation the week of April
18-22 at the National Shrine of Our
Lady of the Snows.
Fr. Frank Santucci gave the opening address, especially reminding us that
while mission and ministry were always
uppermost in the mind of our Founder,
St. Eugene de Mazenod, closest to the Founder’s heart was
the quality of our life together as missionaries.
St. Eugene’s ardent passion to preach the gospel to
the poor was evident from the moment he drew priests together in community to live together, support one another,
pray together and share life in common. His passion to ensure life in community for his Oblates was evident in his command, that we practice charity toward one another.
In my travels throughout the province, I am privileged to see firsthand the ministry of the Oblates in the U.S.
province. My prayer, since I have been in the ministry of
personnel, often finds me reflecting about the many people
whose lives we touch. Oblates provide spiritual nourishment
to the many thousands who come to our shrines and retreat
centers; we preach the word of God in our parishes, we
assist the materially poor who cross the border with only the
clothes on their backs. Our ministry with the materially and
spiritually poor from Oakland to Washington, DC and from
White Earth, MN to Brownsville, TX, gives “flesh and blood”
to St. Eugene’s ardent desire to bring the gospel of Jesus
Christ to those in need of it most.
For me the richest benefit and the chief purpose of
our convocation was our prayer together, our socializing with
one another, our meals in common, our visioning and planning together. While there is always opportunity for these
communal times together at our area meetings each fall and
spring, our triannual convocation affords us the opportunity
to share with some of our Oblate brothers whom we see
only every three years.
Our mission centers and numerous other Oblate communities and places of ministry in the U.S. take seriously St.
Eugene’s desire that we live together to support and encourage one another. They meet together weekly to plan ministry
together, spend a couple over-nighters together to get to
know each other better, share meals together several times a
week, pray as a community and share faith with one another.
That is the ideal of how we should live together as brothers
in community.
My own experience as personnel director
has been that we Oblates are generous with our time and
OMI-USA - 6

Please remember in prayer
our recently departed
Fr. Thomas Maher, OMI, 84, died in Kochi, Japan,
on April 16.
Mary Catherine Ettensohn, 89, mother of Fr. John
Ettensohn, OMI, died on April 29 in Tell City, IN.
Loretta Moody, 77, sister of the late Bro. Lorenzo
Williams, OMI, died in Jarratt VA on May 11.
Sr. Hermine Deveau, SMSM, 100, sister of Fr.
Adhemar Deveau, OMI, died on May 13 in Waltham,
MA.
Trinidad Peña Garza, sister of Fr. Robert Peña, OMI,
died on May 14 in CA.
Michael W. Waldie, 72, brother of Fr. Paul Waldie,
OMI, died on May 20 in Walnut, CA.
Roland Lacasse, 90, brother of Fr. Roberto Lacasse,
OMI, died in Lewiston, ME on May 30.
Consuela Alarcon, mother of Fr. Carlos Alarcon,
OMI, died on June 2.
Joseph LaBelle, Sr.,86, father of Fr. Joe LaBelle,
OMI, died on June 8 in Lowell, MA.

show genuine concern when one of our brothers needs
help, is experiencing difficulty in his life, finds himself in a
crisis or is grieving the death of a family member or loved
one. We are quick to respond and to do whatever is
necessary to help one of our brothers in these times of
need. But in the routine of daily life, we easily become so involved in our own ministry that we can
easily be neglectful about the needs or concerns of
one of our brothers in community. Perhaps we feel
that neglect or lack of concern ourselves, from the
Oblates with whom we live.
We can easily forget to ask one another how our
day went, what we did that day, what went well and
what didn’t. Or even forget to just spend a bit of time
with each other, “checking in” with each other to see
how our brothers are doing.
The busy-ness of our own ministry can preoccupy us to the point to which we take each other for
granted and become neglectful or even forgetful about
each others’ needs and concerns. -Fr. Lou Studer, OMI

Hmong community forms new Oblate Associate group

A

s of May 15, a new Oblate Associate
group of eight Hmong members will meet
on a monthly basis in St. Patrick’s parish in St.
Paul, MN. Oblate Frs. Lon Konold and Harry Winter,
met with and shared the life of St. Eugene de Mazenod

and the spirituality of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate with a
number of people from the Hmong community.
On May 15, Fr. Winter presented information on
the Oblate Associates to the group. Mr. Kou Ly who had
already become an Oblate Associate is leading this new.
group, which intends to make their first commitment in the spring of 2017 at the annual
gathering of area Associates at Christ the
King Retreat Center in Buffalo MN.
The Hmong were staunch supporters of the United States during the Vietnam
War. As a result, they have faced harassment
and persecution for the past 40 years. The
Oblates came to Laos in 1935 and concentrated their missionary work mostly in the
tribal areas north of the country. After the
communist takeover in 1975, 89 oblates were
expelled.
This will make the fourth official
group of Oblate Associates in the area.

At top, Fr. Winter (right side of photo)
makes a presentation on the Oblate
Associates to an interested group of
Hmong.
Middle: Before breaking into small
discussion groups, there’s a time-out for
nourishment.
Right: The first Hmong Associate, Kou Ly,
and his wife, Loua, at the baptism of their
godchild, Hana Lo, by Fr. Greg Gallagher,
OMI.
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Delegation team visits OM
by Abril Villarreal-Medina, OMI
n the U.S. to attend the convocation and meet with the
Provincial team, Oblate Frs. Freeborn Kibombwe, Val
entine Kalumba, and Godfrey Mpundu Sekula paid a
visit to the Oblate Missions site in San Antonio, TX, last April.
The Zambian delegation team took time to meet with
Oblate Missions leaders to update them about the current
state of their affairs in all the Zambian missions.
Some of their growing projects include the completion of a building that will house commercial offices to be rented
out, an expansion into the neighboring country of Malawi, the
maintenance of the radio station in Lusaka that serves the
Archdiocese, the building of a new parish, a small auto repair
shop run by members of the community, and a small school
for young Zambians.
Although they spoke at length about their current
projects, needs, and hopes for the future, Frs. Valentine,
Godfrey, and Freeborn did not leave without expressing gratitude for the many blessings they have received over the years.
Their Zambia missions -first established in 1984- are particularly thankful to have received the generous help from a kind
benefactor in San Antonio to purchase two tractors, which
now allows missionaries, seminarians and members of the
community to sustain themselves by planting a few fruits and

I

Shrine celebrates Mothers Day

D

espite threatening rain, on Mothers’ Day
Oblates celebrated two annual Masses at Our
Lady of Lourdes Grotto and Tepeyac de San
Antonio in San Antonio, TX. Fr. Leo Perez, OMI,
celebrated the English Mass, at which Bro. Dan Ziegler,
OMI, preached. Scores of white and red carnations were

Frs. Freeborn, Godfrey and Valentine at OM
vegetables, and even selling some of the surplus crops in
the local markets.
The Fathers also wanted to share a few heartfelt words to give their thanks to those that continue to
donate and support the African missions. With that help,
the missions in Zambia, currently with 42 members, have
prepared many young men in the formation ministry and
have already shared six of them with other parts of the
world; many village men are able to have another chance
at life by learning vocational and agricultural skills; many
young women now have a chance at living a dignified life
by having a dormitory where they can be educated and
looked after; and many hungry children are having their
health restored.
given to each of the mothers at the end of the service. At
11:30 Fr. Saturnino Lajo, OMI, celebrated the Spanish
Mass, with about 1,000 attending.

http://www.oblatemissions.org/10753/hundreds-gather-to-celebrate-mothers-dayat-the-grotto/
http://www.oblatemissions.org/10761/cientos-nos-acompanan-a-celebrar-el-diade-las madres-en-la-gruta/?lang=es

Left: Fr. Perez
Center: Bro. Ziegler
Right: Fr. Lajo
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OST recognizes Kusenbergers

O

n May 5, the Oblate School of Theology presented
its first-ever Medal of Honor to Ruth Graf
Kusenberger, HOMI, and Deacon Robert
Charles Kusenberger Sr., HOMI, in honor of their many
years of distinguished service to OST. The medal was conferred during the School’s annual dinner to honor its Honorary Doctorate recipients.
Both Kusenbergers grew up with the Missionary
Oblates of Mary Immaculate at Sacred Heart Parish in Del
Rio, TX. Robert entered the Oblates’ St. Anthony High
School Seminary in 1957, then spent six years in priestly formation there and at Pine Hills in Pass Christian, MS. He later
left the seminary, but said, “I never left the Oblates.” His
close friendship with Father Bill Morell, OMI, a former
Oblate provincial and president of OST, drew them both ever
closer to the School and to the Oblate congregation.
Deacon Kusenberger was one of the first non-Oblates to serve on the OST Board of Trustees and is one of the
longest-serving OST Trustees, having begun in 1982 and
continued through the present except for a brief hiatus in the
mid-1980s.
Mrs.Kusenberger steadfastly supported her husband

in that, as well as in his work on the boards of the Oblate
Missionary Society Inc. and the Oblates’ United States
Provincial Finance Council. Her understanding, encouragement, participation and cooperation have allowed Bob
to be heavily involved in volunteer service to the Oblates,
and particularly to OST.
The Kusenbergers were made Honorary Oblates
in 2011.

O

n May 20, 2016, for the first time, the Oblates in Vietnam publicly celebrated the most important event of the
OMI Congregation, the 200th anniversary of the congregation’s founding. The Mass included 5 Bishops, the
Provincial of French province, priests and sisters, and more than 2000 people participating .For photos of the
event: https://www.flickr.com/photos/vietcatholic/sets/72157668337042171 There are 43 Vietnamese Oblates at
present, including 10 who made first vows on the following day, Saturday May 21st. Fr. Tuan Pham, OMI , presently
ministers at St. Patrick’s in Lowell, MA.

Below: Fr. Pham, (middle, vested) with the scholastics in Lai Thieu, Vietnam in October 2015
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Oblate updates, promotes book
to celebrate Oblates’ bicentennial
by Will
ecently, a book has become
available in the U.S. with a
connection to both the Oblates
and to Pope Francis’ Year of Mercy.
Titled, “Misericordiosos Como El
Padre” (Merciful like the Father) it
features a new sub-title, “Abriendo
caminos de esperenza a los pobres y
los más abandonados, (Opening Ways
of Hope to the Poor and Most
Abandoned,) along with a new forward
by Fr. Saturnino Lajo, OMI.
Fr. Lajo, Director of Centro
de Comunicación, and Director of
Hispanic Development for Oblate
Missions in San Antonio TX, was invited
by the book’s publisher, PPC in Mexico
City, to write the new introduction and
re-design the cover especially for the
benefactors and lay associates of the
Oblates in the Hispanic community.

R

Ziegler ordination
Continued from page 1
Camp, led by Fr. Leo Perez,
OMI, and a choir under the
direction of Sr. Addie Walker,
SSND led the singing.
After the ordination, family,
Oblates and guests gathered at the

Shaw
Fr. Lajo included Oblate
images on the cover and inside, some
quotations from St. Eugene de Mazenod
relating to mercy. He highlights the
Oblate connection, “It appears
Providential that as the Oblates
celebrate 200 years of service to the
poor and most abandoned, the Pope
has declared this the Year of
Mercy, because that is our
mission.”
Fr. Lajo also acknowledged the
support of the lay missionaries and
members of the Association of Mary
Immaculate who are connected to the
mission of the Oblates.
In April, Fr. Lajo continued the
celebration of the Oblate’s 200th
Anniversary at the Basilica of Our Lady
of Guadalupe in Mexico City where he
presided at a special Celebration of
Whitley Theological Center for
refreshments. The Ziegler family
delighted the attendees with a surprise
slideshow containing memories of
Fr. Dan and his family.
Fr. Ziegler’s first priestly
assignment has been made to
Tijuana, Baja CA, Mexico.

After the ordination Mass, Fr. Ziegler posed with the scholastics.
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Thanksgiving for the supporters of
Oblate Missions. The Mass was
concelebrated by a group of Mexican
Oblates with local Oblate Associates
and Members of the Association of
Mary Immaculate in the congregation.
Available for $6.00 plus shipping from:
Centro de Comunicación, P.O. Box 659432, San
Antonio, TX. 78265. Or directly from Fr. Lajo:
slajo@oblatemissions.org

Top with Archbishop Schwietz;
Bottom: Fr. Banks (l) aids in vesting

NACORRC meets
at King’s House

T

he North American Conference of Oblate Retreat and
Renewal Centers (NACORRC)
held its 39th annual meeting at King’s
House Retreat Center, Belleville, IL,
from May 29-June 1.
Twenty-three members gathered, representing eight Oblate Retreat/
Renewal Centers. The Canadian Centers of Galilee Centre (Arnprior, Ont.),
Queen of Apostles (Mississauga, Ont.),
Queen’s House (Saskatoon, SK), and Star
of the North (St. Albert, AB). US Centers
of Christ the King (Buffalo, MN), Immaculata Retreat House (Willimantic, CT), Oblate Renewal Center (San Antonio, TX) and
King’s House (Belleville, IL).
Also attending were the Vicarprovincial of OMI Lacombe-Canada,
Rev. Ken Thorson and the US Oblate Provincial, Rev. Bill Antone.
The theme of this year’s gathering was “Leave No Stone
Unturned— Retreat Centers as
Touchstones of Mercy.” At the opening liturgy, members placed a stone in
the holy water font, explaining where it
comes from, and how it represents their

Abp. Sylvain Lavoie (ret.) and Fr. Ron Meyer share a joking moment.
retreat center and its ministry. The reflections on Retreat Centers as
stones remained in the water font Touchstones of Mercy, and how our
throughout this meeting, reminding the ministries both flow from and reveal the
participants that they …are blessed by true nature of God, whose name is
each other, with each other, and Mercy. She concluded the afternoon
by leading a group discussion based on
through each other.
The gathering featured three “Remember to keep ‘Ten Commandmain presentations. Fr. Mark Dean, ments of Mercy’” by Fr. Ron
OMI (King’s House, Belleville, IL) in- Rolheiser, OMI,
A video segment given by
troduced the group to the practice of
Jamie
Manson
(columnist for the NaVisio Divina, using a painting by the
artist Fr. Sieger Köder depicting Elijah tional Catholic Reporter) from a
2015 conference entitled New Faces,
in the Cave as a visual.
Dominican theologian Sr. New Voices, New Ways of Being
Carla Mae Streeter, OP shared her Church, was the third presentation.
Manson explored some generational
differences within society and church,
and recommended looking beyond the
walls of the institutional church to see
how God works not only through Sacraments but also through sacramentals.
A festive banquet featured a
surprise visit from the Founder’s mother,
Mme. Marie Rose Joannis De Mazenod
(played by local actress Stephanie
Rhein). She brought to light some perhaps overlooked aspects of early Oblate history and founding, finishing with
a word of encouragement and hope for
the next 100 years. She later attended
Relaxing after a work-packed day, l-r: Anne Hales, Queen of Apostles; Bro. the Covocation 2016 (see page 6).

Bill Johnson, OMI; Lucie Leduc, Star of the North; Bro. Pat McGee, OMI.
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St. Eugene feast celebrated

T

he Baja Mission Community at Iglesia San
Eugenio de Mazenod in Tijuana, BC/Mexico
celebrated the feast of its patron saint in a grand
manner.
Preceded by a processional cross fashioned
like the Oblate cross, the pastor, Fr. Stan Zowada,
OMI led the congregation through the streets adjoining
the church. A marching band and a group of festive
dancers added to the festive spirit.
Once at the Church, an outdoor Mass was celebrated,
recalling the 20 years of Oblate presence since the founding of
the parish by Fr. Bob Callahan. Fr. Dan Crahen, who served
in the early years, was present.
The community feted Fr. Julio Narváez on his sixth
ordination anniversary and Bro. Peter Vasquez, on his 14 years
of service in Tijuana. Fr. Jesse Esqueda helped coordinate
the entertainment. The festive day ended with the traditional
“castillo”—a tower of fireworks

Above, center, with servers, Fr. Zowada.
Left, in middle, with dancers, Fr. Narváez.

Fr. Gallagher Re-Elected President of USCM A
From an interview by Will Shaw

F

r. Greg Gallagher, OMI, was
re-elected president of the U.S.
Catholic Mission Association
(USCMA) at its last executive council
meeting.
The Oblates have been
Corporate Members and Sponsors of
the USCMA for some 15 years. Fr.
Gallagher has been a participating
member of the group since 2011.
Celebrating its 35th anniversary
this year, USCMA is the only
association of US Catholic missionsending and mission-minded
organizations and individuals. It strives
to be a catalyst for fresh insights, broad
involvement, creative approaches, and
alternative structures, methods, and
techniques for promoting mission.
“The organization promotes
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mission awareness in the U.S. It takes
the experiences and resources of
returning missionaries from
congregations like the Jesuits,
Maryknolls, religious sisters, and others
in order to develop “best practices” for
other missionaries going on long and
short-term missions to other countries.
This is valuable information for
missionaries going overseas and even
for missionaries coming to the U.S.”
In addition to providing
resources for out-bound missionaries,
the USCMA works closely with the
programs offered by its members which
work with returning missionaries.
Re-acclimating to the U.S.
after living in a third-world culture for
many years, “…can be very difficult,”
according to Fr. Gallagher recalling an

incident when the late Fr. Larry
Rosebaugh, OMI, was visiting the
states after years of living with the poor
in South America: “When he was served
dinner, he appeared stunned as he
looked at the plate and said, ‘It was
more food than he would eat in an entire
week in the mission.'”

D’Youville College’s president retires
by Fr. David Muñoz, OMI, and Robert Chambers, HOMI
blates and pre-novices from Western New York to offer degrees to
the Buffalo Mission Center, women. In the 1970’s the College beBuffalo, NY, attended the Cel- came co-ed and now offers close to
ebration of Leadership, honoring forty-five degree programs.
In her 37 years of service, Sr.
D’Youville College’s retiring president,
Sr. Denise A. Roche, GNSH, on June Denise has been a catalyst of growth
2. Sr. Denise was named an Honor- for the College and the neighborhood
ary Oblate in 2015 by Superior Gen- surrounding Holy Angels Church, one
of the parishes the Oblates administer.
eral, Fr. Louis Lougen, OMI.
The Oblates’ history with the She has promoted the values of educaGrey Nuns of the Sacred Heart on the tion and leadership among the students
West Side of Buffalo goes back to who attend the college. Under her lead1857, when they invited the Grey Nuns ership the College has begun its profrom Ottawa to open a parish school. cess towards the status of university.
Recognizing the importance of
In 1861, the Grey Nuns
opened Holy Angels Academy, a high a quality education for the ministers of
school for girls, located on the prop- God’s people, Sr. Denise, as president,
erty where D’Youville College stands. has made a commitment to allow men
In 1908 they opened and women religious and priests from
D’Youville College, the first college in mission dioceses around the world to

O

Confirmation held in Sitka AK

Confirmandi with Bishop Zielinski. Fr. Sensenig is at far left, back.

O

n May 1, Bishop Chad
Zielinski from the Fairbanks
diocese came to St. Gregory
the Nazianzen in Sitka, where Fr. Andy
Sensenig, OMI is pastor, for confirmation.
It was the decision of Juneau’s
Bishop Edward Burns to invite Bishop
Zielinski because all the confirmandi are

from Bishop Chad’s diocese. The students are from Mount Edgecumbe High
School, a state funded boarding school
for the Alaska Native population from
rural Alaska.
St. Gregory’s DRE, Ms. Anne
Morris and her assistant, Ms. Maybelle
Filler prepared the students for this step
in their spiritual lives.

Fr. Rigoli and Sr. Denise
study at the college tuition-free. Oblate pre-novices attend D’Youville for
their studies in philosophy.
Sr. Denise’s cooperation in the
Oblate mission in Buffalo is noteworthy for fostering a sense of dignity for
the poor in the neighborhood surrounding D’Youville and Holy Angels.
A plaque placed at the entrance
to the college parking lot honoring the
legacy of the Grey Nuns was blessed
by the Buffalo’s Bishop Richard J.
Malone. During this year’s commencement exercises he presented Sr. Denise
with the Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice medal.
Fr. Anthony Rigoli, OMI,
who has known the Grey Nuns for
years and is a longtime friend of Sr.
Denise and worked as Campus Minister at D’Youville, was present for the
event and spoke of the cooperation of
the Oblates and the Grey Nuns on the
west side of Buffalo.
In attendance from the Oblate
Mission Center were Frs. Alex
Roque, Steve Vasek, Paul Nourie,
Humphrey Milimo, Quilin Bouzi,
David Muñoz, pre novice Jerry
Gutierrez and Bob Chambers,
HOMI.
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After 113 years, Oblates leave parish

The consolidation of the three
parishes began in 1974 with the combination of St. Clement’s and St. Jean’s.
Later, St. Peter and Paul was added,
to form a cluster known as “West End
Catholic Parishes.”
Under the leadership of Frs.
Andy Knop, OMI, Bro. Paul Daly,
OMI, pastoral assistant, and former
Oblate, Fr. Tony Wroblewski, they finally became a single parish at a single
site: Holy Family, dedicated in 1998.
Most recently the parish was served by
Oblate Frs. Terry Figel and Jim
Datko (the latter now deceased).

Anniversary Observed

Frs. Jim Brobst, Bill Antone, and Terry Figel, with Tom Figel and Donna
Neill, Fr. Terry’s nephew and niece.

U

nder Oblate care since 1903, passed and the immigrants were abHoly Family parish was sorbed into the American culture. Also,
returned to the Duluth diocese the shift of the population in the West
End made it hard to maintain the three
on June 11, 2016.
Due to the discovery of iron ore separate churches.
Originally under the care of
on the Mesabi Range and the arrival of
Canadian
Oblates, St. Jean and St.
the railroad, Northeastern Minnesota
saw a large number of immigrants come Clement’s parishes were eventually
from many countries. National Catho- transferred to the former Central U.S.
lic churches were set up to care for Province.
them: St. Clement’s
for the English and
German speaking,
SS Peter and Paul,
for the Polish, and
St. Jean-Baptiste, for
the French, each with
its own church buildings, schools, convents and rectories
in the West End of
Duluth.
The need for
national churches diminished as the years
Fr. Figel bids farewell to parish
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O

n June 1, Bro. Charles Gilbert, OMI, joined two
other religious brothers and
jubilarian priests at the Boston diocesan Pastoral Center, Braintree, MA,
in celebrating their anniversaries of
profession and ordination. The two
other Brothers were Xaverians, one
celebrated 70 years, the other, with
Bro. Gilbert, 50 years of religous life.
In his homily, Sean Cardinal O’Malley, OFM.Cap, the chief
celebrant, expressed his gratitude for
their vocations. Bro. Gilbert’s
brother Paul and sister Karen were
also able to attend the Mass.

belong to a family. And we all need to
care for this family. The Samaritans put
God’s love into action.
As mentioned in the May issue
of OMIUSA, the work of the
Samaritans was featured in the Spring
2016 issue of Extension magazine.
Catholic Extension has assisted in
subsidizing Fr. Davis’ salary for the past
ten years.
Fr. Davis might be 84, but he’s
not slowing down. Since 1957, he’s
been a coach, professor, high school
teacher and missionary. He has also
developed job and computer training
programs, built gardens and started a
health clinic. From Omaha to El SalvaFr. Davis, back, far left, with the Samaritans, prepared to deliver dor, he’s always been committed to
Christmas packages to those senior citizens living alone.
social justice.
This year Fr. Davis received
the Catholic Extension Lumen
n 2014, Fr. Bill Davis, OMI, “Lay ministry should be automatic,” he Christi Award . This award means
pastor of St. Francis Xavier parish said. “Once you are baptized, you that his parish will receive $25,000.
Valentine in Zambia makes 48.
in the low-income community of
Laredo, TX, asked a group of women
Vatican City, 18 June 2016 – The Holy Fato come to the aid of those in the parish
ther appointed Fr. Valentine Kalumba,
who were homebound.
O.M.I., as bishop of Livingstone (area 58,200,
Identified by their pink blouses
population 428,890, Catholics 91,711, priests
with the Scripture Whatever you do for
32, religious 92), Zambia.
the least of my brothers, you do unto
The bishop-elect was born in Mufulira,
me printed on the back, these
Zambia in 1967, gave his religious vows in 2002
Samaritans reach out to any who need
and was ordained a priest in 2005.
help: the elderly, disabled, sick or lonely
He has served in a number of pastoral
and grieving, those in crisis situations.
roles, including deputy bursar and parish vicar,
In the two years since their
parish priest, director of the Oblate Radio Liseli Fr. Kalumba (see p. 8)
founding, they’ve cleaned houses,
in Mongu, and bursar of the Centre of Philosophical Formation in
visited the homebound, provided food
Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso.
and comfort in times of disaster. Their
He is currently deputy delegate of
power and energy come from their
the Delegation of Oblates in Zambia
active prayer life.
and pèastor of St. Theresa’s parish,
Funding for this ministry of one
Kabwe, Zambia. He succeeds
of the poorest parishes in the Diocese
Bishop Raymond Mpezele, whose
of Laredo? Members give a dollar a
resignation from the pastoral care of
week for cleaning supplies, food, and
the same diocese upon reaching the
even for some medical bills and
age limit was accepted by the Holy
transportation.
Fr. Kalumba with mother and sister
Father.
Octogenarian Fr. Davis is
at ordination in 2005
thrilled with the Samaritans’ work.

Laredo Samaritans aid elderly
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End Runs

√
King’s House paid tribute to one of its veteran retreatants, Mr.
Tom McCarty, who made his 65th retreat earlier this year, during the
65th year of the retreat center’s ministry! Tom was present during an
annual luncheon, celebrating those who have made 35 or more retreats.
√
Chicago New World [May 1-14, 2016] issue on pages 3 and 7
has some wonderful information about Francis Cardinal George, OMI
- including a photo of the ledger stone that marks his grave.
√
On a recent Saturday, nine students from the Newman Center at
Southern Illinois University at Carbondale made the 130-mile trip to
Belleville in order to take part in prison ministry. The effort they were
supporting was the Oblate Associate’s St. Eugene Care Pack project
which has been providing care packages for returning citizens of the
Southwestern Illinois Correctional Center (SWICC) every month since 2010.
√
St. Joseph the Worker Shrine hosted the Pilgrim Statue of Our Lady of
the Cape June 18-20, 2016. This visit coincided with the Shrine’s 60th anniversary and Franco-American Week. The statue was on display at all the weekend
Masses. Bro. Richard Cote, OMI, with help from the Tewksbury Oblate
Associates, distributed information on Our Lady after each Mass.
√
Nearly a year after the release of Pope Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si,
Devin Watkins of Vatican Radio interviewed to Fr. Séamus
Finn, OMI, about how the Holy Father’s challenges to the
global economy have been put into practice. As Chair of the
Interfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility and Chief of
Faith Consistent Investment at the Missionary Oblates, Fr.
Séfamus assists corporations and religious institutions in investing and operating in a faith-conscious manner. He said
there are several projects which aim at putting Pope Francis’
teachings into practice.
√
St. Henry’s Alumni Association will be holding 2 events this Fall: On
Sept. 9 in Belleville, IL: Tours of the campus in early afternoon. Later, at the
Shrine: Social hours, Mass, hors d’oeuvres and cash bar, banquet, and party,
plus memorabilia tables and continuous video presentations
Saturday, Sept. 10 in Caseyville, IL: Picnic in the Park, hosted by the Class
of ’60; a potluck gathering en plein air. To see the reunion schedule and to
register, go to www.sthenrys.org.
√
“Interestingly, allied with recovering the significance of ecclesiastical life
in the very pagan world of today, according to most measures, Pope Francis has
been emphasizing that churchmen and women work hard to relate to people so
as to share the Gospel with them within a personal relationship. Intersubjectivity
is part of the Christian message and not just an option.” Fr. Bevil Bramwell,
OMI, enlarges on that theme in “Pope Francis and Clerical Style,” an article he
wrote for the June 2016 issue of The Priest.

Remember to check out the province’s website
for more information and links to other Oblate
news items.: www.omiusa.org
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